
Update on the 2020 annual town meeting: 

We have chosen to move the annual town meeting to Saturday, July 11, 9AM at Center 
School. The meeting will be both inside and outside. 

The inside meeting area will be in the Center school gym/cafeteria. We will have seating for 

over  200 people with appropriate distancing between chairs. Chairs will be single or in pairs 

for couples. 

The outside meeting area will be in the field behind Center school. There will be large 

speakers to provide sound and an outside mic for voters who wish to speak. The moderator 

or an assistant moderator will be in both locations. We are planning to have a large tent to 

allow some shaded outdoor seating, but that will have limited space so we recommend 

voters bring sunscreen, hats, and water. We will have school chairs available for outside 

seating, but feel free to bring your own comfortable lawn chairs. I will be allowing beach 

umbrellas and other coverings further out in the field where they will not block vote 

counting. 

Q&A 

How will everyone see and hear article presentations? 

Since it will be difficult to provide a way for everyone at the meeting to see any video 

powerpoint presentations, we are planning only audio at the meeting. All presentations will 

be available on the town website well before the meeting, along with video presentations if 

the article sponsor wished to add one. Paper copies of presentation materials will be 

available at the meeting. 

Where can we park? 

There is parking at Center school, along parts of Hartley Road, at the former fire station on 

Crescent street, at Hale school, and at the town building on Great Road. 

Where do we check in? 

We are planning on two check-in locations – one in front of Center School, and one at the 

sidewalk on the northeast corner of the school for those coming in from Hartley Road. You 
can use either check-in location for both indoor or outdoor attendance. 

Is there a family or childrens’ area? 

We don’t have specific areas for children, nor is the town able to provide child care. The 

indoor cafeteria area will be set up only for individuals or pairs of people to sit together. 

Outside there will be more opportunities to sit together in family groups. 

Can we move between outside and inside during the meeting? 

A qualified yes. We are still working on how to keep everyone safe and healthy, so we may 

have some limits on traffic between outside and inside areas of the meeting. 

How about restrooms? 



The school has one restroom off the cafeteria, which will be available. We will supplement 
those with several “porta-potties” outside. 

How long will the meeting go? 

We plan to complete the meeting in one day. Since there are many articles, we expect to go 

past noon, and possibly much longer. We recommend bringing something to drink, and a 

snack or lunch. 

What about handicapped access? 

The school is handicapped accessible. If you have specific needs that require special 
accommodation, you must contact the Stow Town clerk’s office by 4PM Thursday, July 2. 

Why Center School? 

The Center school cafeteria/gym can fit over 200 people with appropriate distance between 

chairs for COVID19, and the large back field can fit many more with easy access to the 

indoor location if needed. Center school can fit almost as many people indoors as Hale 

spread across both the auditorium and gym, so we opted for fewer meeting spaces. 

Why not a drive-in location like Maynard? 

We considered this, and in the end I did not feel there was a location that could fit the 

number of cars we need while distancing the vehicles,  allow easy vote counts for the many 
items on the warrant, and provide other facilities we need. 

Why not <various other locations> 

We did consider a variety of locations, and most had as many or more complications 

compared to Center. In the end we had to choose a location and make that location work as 
best as possible, and Center seemed best at that time. 

What happens if the weather is stormy? 

If we determine that it is too rainy or there are any other safety issue, we may postpone the 

meeting to Saturday, July 18. 

 


