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MEET THE TEAM!

Creativity, collaboration, and professional expertise

Jenn Goldson, AICP
Project Manager

Kadineyse Paz
Assistant Project Manager

Austin Smith
Primary Project Assistant

We will be supporting every 
stage of this process, from 
studying existing conditions 
and past progress, to helping 
the community finalize its 
vision for the future.
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INTRODUCTIONS

1. What’s one word you would use 
to describe Stow?

2. What is one investment that you 
wish to see in your community?
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS!

64% or 44 out of 69 of the strategies have been 
completed or are in progress!

The strategies come from a mixture of the Town’s goals in 
housing, environment, transportation, and open space and 

recreation.

Look at what you’ve accomplished since the 2010 Master Plan!
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YOUR HOPES FOR THIS PLAN
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YOUR HOPES FOR THIS PLAN

: It will reflect the input of Stow’s Boards and Committees.

: It will be easily readable, and get younger people involved.

: It will be possible to update it regularly and easily.

: It will help create a vision for new housing types.

: It will support a vision for public spaces and culture.

: It will adequately and effectively support affordable housing.
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MOST CURIOUS TO LEARN

: What is the community most passionate about? What 
do those that haven’t yet spoken up believe?

: What kind of communication and involvement do 
residents want to have with the Town?

: What kind of strategies will come out of the plan?

: What has changed since the last plan?
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GREATEST CHALLENGES

: Property tax rates have been going up.

: Keeping Stow affordable to seniors.

: Balancing development with availability of Town services, 
particularly water.

: Creating more spaces to build connections.

: Some people don’t want change, or don’t believe it when 
they see it.

: Attracting businesses to take some of the revenue burden 
off households.
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GREATEST OPPORTUNITIES

: Creating a long-term vision that supports older residents and 
families.

: The plan is an opportunity to bring the community together.

: Keeping our open space.

: Reuse of historic buildings and downtown revitalization.

: High civic engagement is a strength to emphasize.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUNDAMENTALS



p: 617 - 2 2 1 - 4 0 0 3      w :   J M G O LD S O N . C O M

OUR ROLE & YOUR ROLE

So you can imagine, create, and plan We build the structure . . . 
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KEY COMPONENTS

: Existing Conditions Profile

: Community Vision Statement

: Goals for Each Core Theme 

: Strategies for Each Goal

: Future Land Use Map
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EXISTING CONDITIONS SUMMARY:
AN EXAMPLE



p: 617 - 2 2 1 - 4 0 0 3      w :   J M G O LD S O N . C O M

VISION STATEMENT:
AN EXAMPLE
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GOALS STATEMENT:
AN EXAMPLE
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FUTURE LAND USE MAP:
AN EXAMPLE
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STRATEGIES:
AN EXAMPLE
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HOW ARE THE VISION AND GOALS IDENTIFIED?

: Through community 
conversations

: Provide info & structure 
: Explore inter-

relationships
: Tease out values

This is community driven; 
and we need your help!
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

PHASE I

STOW YESTERDAY & 
TODAY

PHASE II

STOW TOMORROW

PHASE III

ACHIEVING STOW 
TOMORROW

PHASE IV

PLAN FINALIZATION 
AND ADOPTION

September 2023 – 
April 2024

December 2023 – 
April 2024

April 2024 – 
September 2024

October 2023 – 
February 2025



PHASE I SCHEDULE
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PHOTO SUBMISSIONS

We invite community members to help us 
create a photo library of Stow’s special places!
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UPCOMING ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

November-December
: Project Website Published
: Survey Activated
: Photo Submission

January
: First Community Forum
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SPECIAL PLACES EXERCISE!           1hr 15min.

“TELL ME TO WHAT YOU PAY ATTENTION AND I 
WILL TELL YOU WHO YOU ARE.”
JOSE ORTEGA Y GASSETT, SPANISH PHILOSOPHER

Part I Special Places (25 min) 

Part II Opportunity Areas (25 min)

Part III Report out! (25 min)
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Part I Special Places (25 min.):

Use the blue marker to identify special 
places in your community. These can 
include both natural and built places. 
These are places that would, if lost or 
damaged, significantly change the 
characteristics of the community that 
community members value. Describe 
why you want to protect these locations.
Use labels on your map (A, B, C, etc.) and 
cross-reference these labels in the handout 
to describe these places (address, etc.).

SPECIAL PLACES EXERCISE!           1hr 15min.
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Part II Opportunity Areas (25 min.):

Use the red marker to identify opportunity 
areas in your community. These can include 
places where you see issues that could use 
improvement or present opportunities for 
transformation/change. Describe why you 
would like to improve or change them.

Use labels on your map (A, B, C, etc.) and 
cross-reference these labels in the handout 
to describe these places (address, etc.).

SPECIAL PLACES EXERCISE!           1hr 15min.
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Part III Report out! (25 min):

Describe these places and why you feel 
they are places that should be preserved, 

protected, changed, or improved.

SPECIAL PLACES EXERCISE!           1hr 15min.



WE ARE EXCITED 
TO GET STARTED!

THANK YOU!
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