February 7, 1991

Boston, Massachusetts

The foregoing amendment to the zoning by-laws adopted under

-

article 7 of the warrant for the Stow Special Town Meeting held

November 13, 1990, is hereby approved.

s

ATTORNEY GENERAL



TOWN

YRERNEAXHAXER
Ann L. Allison

The Honorable James M. Shannon
Attorney General of Massachusetts
One Ashburton Place, Room 2019
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Attorney General:

The following is a true copy of

OFFICE OF THE

CLERK

STOW, MASSACHUSETTS 01775

December 6, 1990

action taken under Article 7 of the

warrant for the special town meeting held in Stow on November 13, 1990.

ARTICLE 7. Voted unanimously to amend the Zoning Bylaws of the

Town as follows:

1. Section III C.8.: Delete the words "revised December 6, 1977"
in the last sentence and insert the words "as revised".

2. Section IV A.: Delete the words "Level 1" from the second sen-—

tence of the second paragraph.
3. Section V C.: Delete the words
4. Section V D.: Delete the words
5. Section V E.: Delete the words

6. Section V F.: Delete the words

"Level 2" from the first sentence.
"Level 2".
n Level 2 [1] .

"Level 2" wherever they appear.

7. Section VI D.3.: Delete the words "Level 1" in the heading.

attests [ ,éwr L Cttgon

Ann L. Allison
Town Clerk of Stow



STOW ZONING BYLAWS
NOVEMBER 1980

AMENDMENTS SUPPLEMENT NO. 3

SECTION VII-B
Remove page 7B-1 Inaert page 7B-1 dated 12/8/92
TB-5 Insert page 7B-5 dated 12/8/92

Remove page 13A dated 1/21/92 Insert page 13A dated 12/8/32



SECTION VII-B

B.

Area, Frontage, Yard, and Floor Area Requirements:

No building shall be erected unless in conformity with the requirements on
the Table, following, except:

1.

2.

paves, silla, cornices, belt cornices and window awnings may project
up to two feet into the required yard;

on a corner lot in order to provide uncbstructed visibility at inter-
section, no sigm, fence, wall, tree, hedge, or other vegetation, and
no building or other structure more than three (3) feet above the
established street grades measured from a plane through the curb
grades or the height of the crown of the street, shall be erected,
placed or maintained within the area formed by intersecting atreet
lines and a straight line joining said street linea at pointa which
are twenty-five (25) feet distant from the point of intersection,
measured along said street lines;

further, no yard, lot area or open space required for a building by
this bylaw, shall, during the existence of such building, be occupied
by or counted as open space for another building. No lot area shall
be so reduced or diminished that the yards or other open spaces shall
be smaller than prescribed by this bylaw.

a. Any person who submits to the Planning Board, for approval under
the Subdivision Control Law, a plan of land containing twenty (20)
acres or more in a Residential District may be in accordance with
the provisions of this Section make application to the Board of
Appeals for a special permit excepting the building lots showm on
such plan in said District from the lot area and frontage require-
ments specified in Section VII, but not any other requirements, of
the Zoning Bylaw. Prior to the granting of a permit, a plan must
be submitted indicating:

(1) which lots are to be used as building lots aﬁd which are to
remain open land, and

(2) on each building lot, two site lines parallel to the street

between which the entire dwelling, including attached garage,
if any, must lie.
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SECTION VII-B

Appeals the granting of a permit would not be in harmony with the
general purpose and intent of the Zoning Bylaw, this shall be
deemed good and sufficient reason for not granting a permit.

Upon application for a special permit under Section 5 above, the
Board of Appeals shall refer all mattera relevant thereto to the
Planning Board and shall take no final action upon such permit
until the Planning Board has submitted its report or has had
thirty-five (35) days from the date of receipt within which to
submit such report. In said report the Planning Board shall state
whother the plans and documents submitted to it are in compliance
with this bylaw and shall make such recommendations as it deems
appropriate.

In a Residential District, a lot known as “Hammerhead Lot" may be

granted by special permit by the Planning Board, under the require-
ments and process for a special permit, provided that the Board is
able to make a finding that all the following conditions have been

met:

The lot has a frontage of at least 50 feet;
The lot has an area of at least 180,000 square feet;

The lot has sufficient area suitable for buildings. The area
suitable for buildings shall be considered sufficient if

(1) a circle of 150 feet in diameter, or

(2) a rectangle with an area of 20,000 aguare feet and a minimum
side of BO feet

can be drawn on the lot plan within the buildable area and not
overlap any lot line or any wetlands or Flood Plain/Wetlands
District;

The lot has a minimum width of 50 feet between the street line and
the buildable area. A lot means the minimum width requirement if
a 50-foot diameter circle can move on the lot plan from the street
line to the buildable area without overlapping or crosseing any lot
line or any Flood Plain/Wetlands district line;

Any building on the lot be set back at least 40 feet from every
property line;

A condition of the permit be that the lot shall not be further
divided;

One such hammerhead lot shall be contiguous to no more than one
other hammerhead lot along any and all lot line(s); and
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SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS -134-

Section VI-D.l.: Commercial District - added subparagraph b. ""Child care
facility".

Section VI-E.l.: Industrial District - added subparagraph b. "Child care
facility".

Section VI-H.l.: Compact Business District - added subparagraph a. "Child
care facility".

Section VII-B: TFootnote to Chart — added footnote (l4) re child care facilitiles.

Section VII-F.6.: Special Permits - replaced subparagraph f.

DECEMBER 8, 1992
(Approved by Attorney General March 15, 1993)

Section VII-B: Deleted paragraph 4. concerning activity within 100 feet of
of the bank or boundary of a stream, river, watercourse,
flood plain or wetland.

Renumbered existing paragraphs 5 and 6 to read "4" and "5,
Zoning Map: Rezoned from Industrial/Residential to Residential a parcel oL

approximately three acres identified as Parcel No. 1 on Stow
Property Map Sheet R-11 (134 Hudson Road).

Rezoned from Industrial/Residential to Industrial the parcel

of land identified as Parcel No. 22 on Stow Property Map Sheet
R-18 on Boxboro Road.

12/8/92



STOW ZONING BYLAWS
NOVEMBER 1990

AMENDMENTS SUPPLEMENT NO. 2

SECTION IT
Remove pages 2-2 Insert pages 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5,

2-3 dated 5/9/91, 2-6 dated 1/21/92

2-4, 2-5
SECTION III
Remove page 3-2 Insert page 3-2 dated 1/21/92
SECTION IV
Remove page 4-2 Insert page 4-2 dated 1/21/92
SECTION VI-B
Remove page BB-2 Insert pages B6B-2 & 6B-3A dated 1/21/92
Remove pages 6B-7 & 6B-8 Insert pages 6B-7 & 6B-8 dated 1/21/92

dated 5/6/91

SECTION VI-C
Remove page BC-1 Insert page 6C-1 dated 1/21/92
SECTION VI-D
Remove page 6D-1 Insert page 8D-1 dated 1/21/92
SECTION VI-E
Remove page 6E-1 Insert page BE-1 dated 1/21/92
SECTION VI-H
Remove page ©6H-1 Insert page 6H-1 dated 1/21/92

SECTION VI - Table

Remove pages 2 & 4 Insert pages 2 & 4 dated 1/21/92



AMENDMENTS SUPPLEMENT NO. 2

SECTION VII-B

Remove page 7B-9 Insert page 7B-9 dated 1/21/92

SECTION VII-F

Remove pages TF-3, 7F-4 & TF-5 Insert pages TF-3, TF-4, TF-5 & 7F-6
dated 1/21/92

SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS

Remove page 12A dated 5/6/91 Insert pages 12A & 13A dated 1/21,/92



SECTION 11

Building lot or Lot:

A building lot is that area of land deacribed in an application for a
building permit or an application to the Board of Appeals for a permit or
a variance, or otherwise defined as the area on which a structure is to be
constructed or a use is to be carried on. A building lot shall not
include any part of a street. A corner lot shall be any lot abutting on

two (2) or more streets at their intersection.

Child Care Facility:

A day care or school-age child care center or program as defined in
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 404

Developable Site Area:
The developable site area shall be caleulated by subtracting from the lot
area all land which is located in

1. a wetland, which shall mean a “freshwater wetland" as defined in
Chapter 131, Section 40 of the General Laws and the Stow Wetlands

By lass;
2. a Flood Plain/Wetlands District as defined in the Stow Zoning Bylaw;

3. another zoning district in which the principal use of the lot is not
also permitted;

4. an access or right of way easement; and
5. any portion of the site with grades greater than 15%.
Duelling:

Any building, or part thereof, used for habitation for one (1) or more
persons, but not including commercial accommodations for transient
occupancy or trailers or mobile homes, however mounted.

Duelling Unit:
One (1) or more rooms for c
ties arranged for the use o

single housekeeping unit, but no
by blood or marriage.

Family Day Care Home:

home as defined in the Massachusetts General Laws,

ooking, living, sanitary and sleeping facili-
f one (1) or more persons living together as a
t for more than five (5) persons unrelated

A family day care
Chapter 40A.

1/21/92
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A structure made of wood, wire, metal or other durable material erected so
as to serve as an enclosure or a barrier against unobstructed passage from

one side to another.

Floor Area:

The interior flcor area of a dwelling unit exclusive of basements, stair
wells, halls, bathrooms, corridors, attics, walls, partitions, porches and

attached accessory buildings.

1. Flocr Area, Gross:

The sum of the horizontal areas of the several floors of a building
measured from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the
centerline of a common wall, but not including any space where the

floor—to—ceiling height is less than six feet.

2. Floor Area, Net:

The sum of the horizontal areas of the several floors of a building,
measured from the interior face of the exterior walls or common wall,
but not including stairwells, elevator wells, bathrooms, hallways and
corridors, designated and approved building service areas and areas
used for a child care facility as defined in this Bylaw, provided that
such child care facility is accessory to a principal use located in

the same building or on the same lot.
Garage. Private:
Covered space for the housing of motor vehicles, but not for the rental of
more than two (2) stalls of commercial repair or commercial storage.
Green Space:

An area left as a natural or landscaped area which may include fences,
signs, poles, footpaths and access driveways.

Hotel. Inn. Motel. Tourist Home or Lodeging House:

A building, or portion thereof, or a group of buildings on a single lot,

intended to be used for the temporary occupancy of three (3) or more
h or without meals, and in which major provi-

persons who are lodged, wit
sion for cooking may be made in a central kitchen but may not be in the

individual room or suites.

An off-street apace or bert
temporary parking of vehicl

h, on the same lot with a building, for the
es while loading or unloading merchandise or
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SECTION IT

material, and which has access to a street, alley or other appropriate
means of ingress or egress.

Marina:

A public or commercial area with docking facilities for one (1) or more of
the following: the launching, docking, storage, or servicing of pleasure
boats; docks or related structures for the sale of fuel, boats, or marine

accessories.

Membership Club:

A private, non-profit organization, building or grounds, to include
specifically country clubs and fraternities and other organizations to
which membership is limited or controlled.

Non-Conforming Uses. Structures and Lots:

A non-conforming use, structure or lot shall be defined in Chapter 404,
Section 6 of the General Laws.

Open Space:

An area of natural or landscaped vegetated growth. This may include
within said area recreation areas, plaving fields, benches, trails,
footpaths, bodies of water and certain other surfaces such as gravel,
cobblestone, brick, pavers or other similar materials when used to
construct impermeable walkways as may be approved by the Special Permit

Authority or Site Plan Approval Authority.

B . B 3 H .
other than a hotel, inn, motel, tourist court, or

lodging house, where rooms are let and where meals may be regularly served

by prearrangement for compensation; not open to transient guests; in
contrast to hotels, restaurants, and tourist homes, open to transients.

A building or premises,

Sign:
Any words, lettering, parts of letters, figures, numerals, phrases,

sentences, emblems, devices, desigus, trade names, or trademarks, whether

stationary or portable, by which anything is made known, such as are used
to designate or locate an jndividual, a firm, an association, a corpora-
tion, a profession, a business, or a commodity or product, which are
visible from a public or private street or right-of-way and used to

attract attention.
Slope:

For the purposes of the ercsion control provision, slope shall be measured
using the two-foot contours on the topographic map supplied with the site
plana. The slope percentage will be the change in elevation divided by

-4 1/21792



SECTION 11

AA.

BB.

DD.

the shortest distance between two contour lines. Upon written permission
of the permit granting authority, slope percentages may be averaged across
apecified horizontal distances.

Street:

A public way or private way either shosm on a plan approved in accordance
with the subdivision control law, or otherwise qualifying a lot for
frontage under the subdivision control law.

Street Line:

The dividing line between a street and a lot and, in the case of a public
way, the street line established by the public authority laying out the
way upon which the lot abuts.

Structure:

Any construction, erection, assemblage or other combination of materials
upon the land, necessitating pilings, footings or a foundation for
attachment to the land, swimming pools which require a permit under the
Building Code and parking lots, driveways, road and septic systems.

ile bi e:

Trailer or Mobile Home shall mean any vehicle or object which is drasm by
or used in connection with a motor vehicle and which is so designed and
constructed or added to by means of such accessories as to permit the use
and occupancy thereof for human habitation, whether resting on wheels,
jacks, or other foundations. It shall include the type of vehicle
commonly known as mobile home, containing complete electrical, plumbing,
and sanitary facilities and designed to be installed on a temporary or

permanent foundation for permanent living quarters.

Wall:

A structure of stone, masonry, wood or other durable material constructed
30 as to retain soils or to serve as an enclosure or barrier against

unobstructed passage from one side to another.

Yard.

An open space, other than an enclosed court, on the same lot with a
building or group of buildings, which open space lies between the
building or group of buildings and a lot line, and is not occupied or
obstructed from the ground upward by a building or a structure.

1. Yard, Front:

A vard extending across the full width of the lot and lying between
the street line of the lot and the nearest line of the building. The
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SECTION 1I

depth of a front yard shall be the minimum distance between the
building and front lot line.

Yard, Rear:

A yard extending across the full width of the lot and lying between
the building and the rear lot line.

Yard, Side:

A yard between the side lot line of the lot and the nearest line of
the building, and extending from the front vard to the rear yard, or,
in the absence of either such yvards, to the front or rear lot lines,
as may be. The width of a side yard shall be the minimum distance

between the building and the side lot line.

1/21/92
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SECTION 111

10.

Contour lines used as boundary lines are the elevation above the datum
mean sea level as indicated by the U. S. Geological Survey map dated

1852.

Soil association lines used as boundary lines are the soil association
boundary lines as shown on the Soil Association Map, prepared by the
U. S. Soil Conservation Service, dated 1964, on file with the Planning

Board.

In all cases which are not covered by other provisions of this
Section, the location of boundary lines shall be determined by the
distance in feet, if given, from other lines upon paid map, by the use
of identifications as shown on the map, or by the scale of said map.

Boundary lines outlining wetlands districts and delineating streams
are the lines shown on the IEP (Interdisplinary Environmental Plan-
ning) Wetlands Map, Figure 13, with a scale of 1" = 800 °, Water
Resource Study, Town of Stow, dated October 28, 1977.

Boundary lines outlining the flood plain of the Assabet River shall be
the limits of the Standard Project Flood Modified delineated on the
plan entitled "Flood Plains % Profiles", sheets 2, 3, and 4 of the

Aasabet River Technical Report, Department of the Army, Corps of
Engineers, dated June, 1966 and on file with the Towm Clerk. Boundary

]ines outlining the flood plain of Heath Hen Meadow Brook shall be the
1imits of the 100-year design storm flood plain delineated on the plan
entitled "Flood Plain - Plan and Profile Heath Hen Meadow Brook, Stow,

Massachusetts”, by BSC Engineering., Inc., dated February 21, 1875,
revised May 2, 1975, and on file with the Town Clerk. The Flood

Plain/Wetlands District shall also include all lands designated as
Zone A, AO, AH or Zone A1-30 and A99 on the Town of Stow Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), panel 250216-0005 dated August 1, 1979 as

amended.

Where the limit of the Standard Project Flood Modified, referenced
above, is used as a district boundary, the district boundary shall be
determined by the elevations delineated on said plan.

The boundaries of the Water Resource Protection District are as
delineated on a map entitled “Water Resource Protection District Map -

Town of Stow, Massachusetts” dated May 1, 1987, at a scale of 1 inch =
800 feet, on file in the office of the Town Clerk.
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SECTION IV

D. A non-conforming single or two-family dwelling or agricultural structure
which has been damaged or removed may be rebuilt or restored at the same

location and again used as previously, provided that the owner shall start

operations for restoring and rebuilding on said premises within twelve
(12) months after such damage or removal and reconstruction is completed

and occupancy begun within two (2) years of start of restoration except
upon a special permit for a longer period of time granted by the Board of

Appeals.

E. An amendment to the Zoning Bylaw shall not apply to the issuance of a
building permit, or to a special permit, the application for which has
been duly filed as required by the Zoning Bylaw or the Massachusetts
General Laws, before the first publication of notice of the public hearing
on such amendment required by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 404,
Section 5; provided that the applicant proceeds diligently to obtain such
permit and said permit is jasued, and further provided all applicable
appeal periods have expired. In cases involving construction, such
construction shall be carried through to completion contimiously and
expeditiously. If such construction has ceased for a period of two or
more years, it shall be considered abandoned, and exemptions from zoning

bylaw amendments shall cease to apply.
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SECTION VI-B

k.

2. Uses Permitted, subject to special permit as provided i

(8) The use does not present a safety or health hazard to the
public.

including such normal accessory uses

Accessory uses and buildings,
tennis courts, swimming pools,

as private garages, storage sheds,
cabanas for swimming pools, gazebos, and structures approved by

Civil Defense authorities and designed for use by the inhabitants,

employees or customers of the property to which it is accessory,
and used for shelter from natural disaster or war, and detached
fireplaces, but not including the outdoor parking of trucks or

buses.

Bed and Breakfast Home, provided that off-street parking, one
parking space per guest roonm, is available.

Child care facility, provided that the facility complies with the
standards set forth in the Table of Requirements to Be Satisfied
Entirely Within Each District and the following standards:

Minimum open space, including outdoor play
areas

35%

Maximum number of children or students
pregent at any one time

50

Family day care homes if such family day care home is accessory io
the residential use.

n Section

VII-F granted by the Board of Appeals:

a.

Private schools and colleges, with or without dormitory facili-
ties, including dance and music studios, provided adequate parking

areas are provided.

Playgrounds, unless approved as part of a subdivision plan.

welling, existing at the time of the

Conversion of a one-family d
original adoption of this section of the bylaw, into a two-family

dwelling, provided that the exterior appearance is not altered and
that there is sufficient floor and ground area above the minimum

requirements as provided in Section VII-B.

Non-commercial recreation, including municipal, county or state
parks (but not an amusement park), boating, fishing, hunting
(where legally permitted), marinas, landings, and other non-

commercial recreation use.
als, stables and kennels, raising or breeding

animals, provided that nco such
f a lot line.

Veterinary hospit
animals for sale, and boarding
buildings are located within one hundred (100) feet o
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SECTION VI-B

£. Bed and Breakfast Establishment, provided that off-atreet parking,
one parking space per guest room, is available.

g. Nursing homes or elderly care facilities.



(4) no trail or new building including improvements to existing
buildings for ski related activities and new parking area is

within fifty (50) feet of any property line.

(5) No so-called snowmobiles shall be permitted except for
emergency or maintenance purposes.

6. Golf Course Uses in the Residential District subject to a Special
Permit by the Planning Board:

a.

Commercial 18-hole golf courses of at least fifty-five hundred
(5,500) linear yards and at least seventy-five (75) acres with
common and incidental accessory uses ipcluding parking; clubhouse
(inclusive of pro shop for sale of golf related items only,
administrative office, and snack bar, but not a restaurant), with
a total gross floor area not to exceed twenty-five bhundred (2,500)
square feet unless entirely within a structure in existence at the
time of adoption of this bylaw (11/6/89) but in no case ghall the
total gross floor area devoted to golf related uses exceed three
thousand (3,000) square feet; and a single family caretaker”s

residence, provided that:

(1) no fairway, new building including improvements to existing
buildings for golf related activities, and new parking area
is within fifty (50) feet of any property line;

(2) new buildings and improvements on existing buildings for golf
related activities and new parking areas shall be screened
year round from adjacent property by evergreens and other
vegetative growth of mixed variety;

(3) the operation of the course, including accessory uses, shall
be limited to the hours between one-half (1/2) hour before
sunrise and ome-half (1/2) hour after sunset;

(4) at least forty percent (40%) of the residential zoned area of
the parcel(s) devoted to the golf course and accessory uses
shall be placed under a conservation restriction to the Stow
Conservation Commission and approved by the Stow Board of
Selectmen. Such restriction shall be for a period of time
not less than thirty (30) vyears in duration and be evidenced
by a deed in proper form and duly recorded with the Middlesex
County Registry of Deeds or Land Court. Ten percent (10% of
the total residential zoned area shall be placed under a
permanent conservation restriction as allowed by the provi-
sions of Mass. General Laws Chapter 184, Sections 31 and 32.
Neither the 30% area placed under a conservation restriction
nor the 10% area placed under a permanent conservation
restriction shall contain a greater percentage of wetlands,
as defined in Mass. General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40 and
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(3)

(8)

the Town of Stow Wetlands Protection Bylaw, than the per-
centage of wetlands found in the overall tract of land on
which the golf course is to be located.

The Planning Board may require as a condition a public accesas
pedestrian right of way of at least ten (10) feet in width
provided to and along any patural watercourse or wetland in
or running through the parcel or to any other portion of the
parcel as deemed acceptable by the Planning Board.

A state licensed person shall be responsible for applying
pesticides/herbicides on the golf course site. Results from
an approved laboratory of surface and ground water samples
shall be periodically provided to the Conservation Commission
and the Board of Health, the location and frequency of
testing to be determined by the Planning Board.
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SECTION VI-C

C.

Busi District:
The Business District is intended to meet local needs for retail goods and
services primarily within a building.

1. Uses Permitted, provided that the building is less than 1,000 square

feet gross floor area, there is only one building per lot, all parking
spaces are located only in the rear yard, and 50% of the lot area is

open space.

a. Tourist homes, bed and breakfast eatablishment or home, or lodging
houses.

b. Business or professional offices.

c. Retail stores, the principal activity of which shall be the
offering of goods but not food at retail within the building.

d. Child care facility.

2. Uses Permitted, subject to special permit granted by the Planning
Board as provided in Section VII-F:

a. Retail stores or service establishments, the principal activity of
which shall be the offering of goods or services at retail within

the building.
b. Business or professional offices or banks.

c. Salesrooms for automobiles, bicycles, boats, farm implements, and
gimilar equipment, provided there is no outside display or

storage.

d. Restaurants or other places for gerving food within the building.
Specifically excluded is any establishment whose principal method
of operation includes sale of food and beverages in paper, plastic
or other disposable contairers; and where consumption of foods and
beverages on the premises outside the restaurant building or

within parked motor vehicles on the premises is allowed and
encouraged; or where food and beverages are served directly to the

customer in a motor vehicle.

e. Parking areas for use of employees, customers or visitors, subject
to the requirements of Section VII-D.

f. Accessory buildings and uses which are customary and incidental to
the uses permitted.

g. Signs as provided in the Signs Section (Section VII-E).
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SECTION VI-D

D. Commercial District:

The Commercial District is intended to meet local needs for goods and ser-
vices.

1.

Uses Permitted:

a. Conservation areas, farming and horticulture, orchards, nur—
series, forests and tree farms, display and sale, or offering for
sale, of farm produce, all as permitted in the Recreation-Conser—

vation District.

b. Child care facility.

Uses Permitted, provided that the building is less that 1,000 square
feet groass floor area, there is only one building per lot, all parking
spaces are located only in the rear yard, and 50% of the lot area is

open space.

a. Tourist homes, bed and breakfast establishment or home, or lodging

houses.
b. Business or professional offices.

c. Retail store, the principal activity of which shall be the
offering of goods but not food at retail within the building.

d. Salesrooms for bicycles, boats and farm implements, provided that
no more than 30% of the lot area is used for building, parking and

display areas.

Uses Permitted, subject to special permit granted by the Planning
Board as provided in Section VII-F:

a. Funeral homes, mortuaries or crematories.
b. Salesrooms for automobiles, bieycles, boats, farm implements, and
similar equipment.

c. Building materials salesrooms and yards, utility structures,
contractor”s yards, storage warehouses, buildings and yards and
wholesale distribution plants, provided that all loading and
unloading is done at the rear of the building in covered berths
with walls on three (3) sides, and provided all materials and
equipment stored outside are gereened from view from public ways
or abutting properties by an opaque fence or screening at least
six (6) feet high but not more than twenty (20) feet high except
that items on display for retail sales need be screened only from
properties in a Recreation-Conservation or Residential District on

the same side of the street.
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SECTION VI-E

E.

Industrial District:

The Industrial District is intended for use by research laboratories,
office buildings and selected light jndustries which are compatible with a

low-density, rural residential community -

1. Uses Permitted:

a. Conservation areas, farming and horticulture, orchards, nurseries,
forests and tree farmas, display and sale, or offering for sale, of
farm produce, all as permitted in the Recreation-Conservation

District.

b. Child care facility.

2. Uses Permitted, provided that the building is less than 1,500 square
feet grosas floor area, all parking spaces are located only in the rear
vard, and 50% of the lot area is open Space.

a. Research laboratories with incidental assembly or manufacture.

b. Office buildings.

3. Uses Permitted, subject to special permit granted by the Planning
Board as provided in Section VII-E.

a. Research laboratories with jncidental assembly or manufacture.

b. Office buildings.

c. Manufacturing enterprises, provided that such activities will not
be offensive, injurious, dangerous to the public health or noxious
becanse of sewage or refuse, vibration, smoke or gas, fumes, dust
or dirt, odors, dangers of combustion or unsightliness.

d. Parking areas or garages for use of employees, customers or
visitors, subject to the design standards in Section VII-D.

e. Screened storage, accessory buildings and uses.

f. Cafeterias for employees, when contained in the same structure as
a permitted use.

g. All uses as permitted in the Recreation-Conservation District.

h. Conversion of existing residence to bed and breakfast establish-
ment or home.
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SECTION VI-H

H. Compact Business Digtrict:

The Compact Business District is intended as a district to provide certain
limited business uses within a structure.

1. Uses Permitted: same as Residential District 1. a, b, e, d, e and h.

a. Child care facility.

2. Uses Permitted, subject to special permit granted by the Planning
Board as provided in Section VII-E:

a. Retail store or service establishment, the principal activity of
which shall be the offering of goods or services at retail within

the building.

b. Business or professional office or banks or U. S. Post Office.

¢. Parking areas or garages for use of employees, customers or
visitors, subject to design standards in Section VII-D.

d. Accessory buildings and uses.

e. Signs as provided in Section VII-E.

6 - 1 1/21/92



(€

€
(€

©
(€
(€)
€

(€)

L3t

|
w
(€£)

(€)
14g)
L

(£)
(£)
AN

(€

(£}

7 aded

N N
N N

N N

N N

N N

N N
ads N
N N
(X (A
X ©X
A (A
©X (DX
N N

N N

N N
(Hr 8z
N N

N N
ddS  VvdS
N N
(€)dds A
N N

N N

N N
aqy amdd

dds
dds

=

z z ZZZ

(S)A
©)A
(YA
(GIL

dds

(9x

HZZZ

ZZ

oA

ddS§
(Dd4S

N

ddS
(D)dds
(1)dds

(1)dds

(SIA
A
(S)A
(SIL

(9)x

{(Ndds

WINDD

ZZ

(9D
8)X
(5L
(X

ddS

N
N

(S)x

Ll

aNI

dds

dds
ddS
dd5

dds

" (SR

(9A
(DA
(HA

—ZZZ

—Z

N

Snuo
SH' i TVJIDNIYG L0 378V

ddS

ddS
dds

N
dds
(1xddSs

(Mdds
(vds

£99.8
(S)A
(DA
(©IA

()X

ZZrZZ

N
N

Mvds

snd

ZZ

z zZ ZZZ

(DA
(9L
(2K
1976
vds

Vds

(DX

s e 53 P

vdSs
A

(vds

sHy

sqn{D diysisquialy
18710 10 5qn]D £1una)
sjueIne)say

juawdinby

requng pue ‘syuewsjdui]
wire] ‘sjeog ‘sepadaig
‘5a[IqOWOINY JOJ FUI00Is3[ES
801J)0 3504 "S'N

SHrEg

Ejuawysrqeisd

e0lAJag Jo £210)§ Te1ay
5e01}J0O

{eUDIES8JOL] JO FEAULSDE
gasnoy Swmdpof Jo

'sauloy I51IN0Y

SASTTIYTOIaNINDD 7 SSANISMY

(1Jjo14-UoN) JeuchiEdnpa
sno1d[jay

uotyeiodio]) eatateg MiGnd
redidpmuniy

sajig dwe) pue

ssdureny q3nmuasagy 'sdure) AeQ

Lypoeg eae)
£143p]q Jo sewof] Bursinn
SOTpPNIS DFEN{ § IdUB(

2897700 ¥ STOOYDS BIBAT14 -
awoj] 91e) Le(q Ayrwey -
£3FTToBL 21D PITVD -

SHSTTTYNOTINITISNT

§BALI(J UOUTNIOY)
£]07] pEsyIsuIlIer]

sas[) 79 sauipqing Kossazoy
§a[oIgea wre] Jo a8e1015
aanpol] wire] jo aeg ‘suleq
gal] ‘s)58J10.] 'salJasinp]
‘spreqal() ‘elmjinanicy pue
Sumuire] 'seary UOIIBAISSUOD
spunoiifelyd

esno}] Butwooy

Jo esnol Bulpteog

v, usurgsTqelsy

Jo aulo]] 1SEJRealf] W pag

1/21/92

6 — Table



Janys1(] Jesodsi esnjey = ACY
D118 TEIIEWIUI] = NINOD
1011351 ssewnsng = S

JOLIISIY UOTIBAIRSUGD/UOTRaI08Y = DY
sseuisng yoedwon = g§NAD

10LNSK SPUENIS AU POOd = (1A dd
wLsIg Tesipa] = ANI
LSI tRtuepissy = SAY

so1151q SuTuoZ Jo suoijelasiqqy ,

penqiqold ere mefdq ey Jo 1xe) ay) Uy paureu BMS_ qoads jou sesn [Ty - SHSITOHITHIAT

TUC 28N AI0883D0e S8 PAMOTTV
*E V0TS ‘YOp YD “TOIA Jo sucisiacad ey §11a edUEpI0E Ul PamoflV

*J91}sIq] Tet1uepsay] eq) ul peyuited seen Joj sjuewennbat Burjred o] *g'1A UoNRg 0) Jajay

ssen01d yrurted Teroeds eqy Jo yred se sjuewrannbes (T1A uonoag) Teaoiddy uefq eng o) joelqne ere jrileg 1e1vedg € Surnnbai sasn [y

-aneds uedo 51 ere 107 o)} Jo ¢S pue ‘pajuesd st reaoaddy uerg eng ‘piek 1eer ay) ul
Ayuo pajeno] ere saoeds Suryred qre ‘o aed Smpying euo Auo § elsy) ‘eate oay) ssoad jea) exenbs png'y wed) ssef §| BuIpTIng ey ey} pepiaoad jydur £q paymusad sesn)

-eoedls uedo 1 eaTe 10] 81} Jo g40¢ pue ‘pejuead st jeaciddy uerg eng Ip1ek 1eas oy w
ATuo peyeso are saoeds Surqred yre *jo1 Jed Smpng euo Ljuo st eJet)) “eede Joo]) 5508 98] erenbs ‘T U3 EER) B BUIpIING et eI} papiacad Jydis £q papruisad sasn)

t aded
SESN TTVAIONT  J0O HT8VL

iad

(9)
()

4]
(€)

4

(n

1/21/92

& - Table



SE

(98)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

I-B - Footnote to Chart

One hundred (100) feet must be densely planted with natural screening, or
otherwise screened from view in the manner, if any, provided under the

gpecial permit issued by the Selectmen.

For Industrial District used permitted the requirements of the Industrial
District shall apply, except that the pinimm front yard reguirement

shall be three hundred (300) feet.

Except in the case of reduced frontage lots as permitted in the Residen-
tial District, each lot shall have sufficient area suitable for build-
ings. The area suitable for buildings shall be considered gufficient if:
(a) a circle of 160 feet in diameter, or, (b) a rectangle with an area of
20,000 square feet and a minimum gide of 80 feet can be drawn on the lot
plan without overlapping any lot 1ine or any wetlands or Flood Plain/Wet-
lands District. Each lot shall have a minimum width of at least 100 feet
between the street line and the area suitable for buildings. A lot meets
the minimum width requirement if a 100-foot diameter circle can move on
the lot plan, from the street line to the area suitable for buildings,
without overlapping any side or rear lot 1ine or any wetlands or Flood

Plain/Wetlands District line.

r Resource Protection District, this shall mean
render impervious, by any means, more than ten percent (10%) of the lot

area proposed for development within the Water Resource Protection
District or 5,000 square feet of said District, whichever is greater.

For purposes of the Wate

Reference should be made to specific gections of the bylaw requiring
green space in the appropriate districts.

Child care facilities are exempt from maximum percentage building
coverage on land in non-residential districts.

7B - 9 1/21/92



SECTION VII-F

£.

J-

k.

will result in no sienificant effect on the "level of service”
{LOS) of the town roads or intersections of these roads. A
gignificant effect on level of service is a projected use of
greater than five percent (5%) of the reserve capacity of a road
segment or turning movement by the proposed use at the completion
of its development. Reserve capacity calculations are to be done
by a registered profeasional engineer using accepted methods of
traffic analysis and shall jnclude both projected growth in
traffic during the period of development and projected traffic
from other uses and developmenis which have applied for approval
under the Zoning Bylaw prior to the close of the public hearing.

will result in no significant effect on level of service for any
service provided by the Towm, including fire, police and ambu-
lance. Proof of no significant effect is the lack of need for the

Town to add equipment and/or staff specifically due to the
development.

will result in no redirection of existing surface water runoff
such that there would be material impact on abutting parcels or
downstream properties unless an appropriate easement is obtained

to an existing watercourse.

will result in no transport by air or water of erodible material
beyond the boundary line of the lot. See also Section VI F. Use

Regulations, General.
will provide adequate provision for pedestrian traffic.

will comply with all requirements of Site Plan Approval and all
other applicable requirements of this bylaw.

Special Permit Conditions

The Special Permit Granting Authority shall impose such conditions,
safeguards and limitations as it deems appropriate to protect abutting

properties or ways, the neighborhood,

community amenities or the Town

of Stow including, but not limited to:

a-

Limitation of size, number of occupants, method and time of
operation, lighting, signage and extent of facilities.

Dimensional setback requirements greater than the minimum required
by this bylaw.

Modification of the exterior features or appearances of the
structure(s).

7F - 3 1/21/92



SECTION

1-F

Screening of parking areas or other parts of the premises from
adjoining premises or from the street by specified walls, fences,
plantings or other devices, including a program of maintenance for
said screening which will continue for the life of the permitted

use.

Continuing provision for adequate and legal disposal of all solid
waste, sewage, refuse and any other potential pollutant generated

by any use.

A program of snow storage or removal to continue for the life of
the permitted project.

Inclusion of measuresa to ensure ground water protection, and to
ensure the proposed development will not redirect existing surface
water runoff such that there would be adverse impact on abutting
parcels or downstream properties unless an appropriate easement is

obtained to an existing watercourse.

Provision of open space within the developable site area, includ-
ing a program of maintenance for said open space which will
continue for the life of the permitted use, in accordance with the

following requirements:

In the Business District, a minimum of 10% of the total develop-
able site area shall remain as open space.

In the Compact Business District, a pinimm of 30% of the total
developable site area shall remain as open space.

In the Commercial District, a minimum of 30% of the total develop—
able site area shall remain as open Space.

In the Industrial District, a minimum of 40% of the total develop-
able site area shall remain as open space.

In the Refuse Disposal District, a minimum of 40% of the total
developable site area shall remain as open space.

Provision of easements, restrictions and other means enabling
other uses in accordance with the zoning bylaw.

Requirement of off-street parking and other special features.

Regulation of number, design and location of access drives, drive-
up windows and other traffic measures.

Provision for the safety and convenience of pedestrian traffic.

Requirement for performance bonds or other security.

7F - 4 1/21/92



SECTION VII-F

8.

10.

n. Installation and certification of mechanical or other devices to
limit present or potential hazard to human health, safety, welfare
or the environment resulting from smoke, odor, particulate matter,
toxic matter, fire or explosive hazard, glare, noise, vibration or
any other objectionable impact generated by any given use of land.
If said devices are of a new technology or design not in general
use, it shall be the petitioner”s responsibility to provide
sufficient information to verify the safety and efficacy of said
technology or devices to the gatisfaction of the Town of Stow

through all the appropriate boards.

Time Limitation on Special Permit

A special permit shall lapse if a substantial use thereof has not
commenced except for good cause or, in the case of a permit for
construction, if construction has not commenced except for good cause
within a period of time to be specified by the Special Permit Granting
Authority, not to exceed two years from the date of grant thereof, in
accordance with Chapter 40A, Section 3 of the General Laws.

A reasonable extension of said time, but not more than two additional
years, may be granted by the Special Permit Granting Authority after a
public hearing has been held where good cause is shown. Any request

to the Special Permit Granting Authority for such extension of time

shall be submitted to the Special Permit Granting Authority and a copy
to the Stow Town Clerk at least sixty (60) days prior to the date when
the special permit is due to lapse. Failure to submit such a regquest
as prescribed herein shall be sufficient cause for the Special Permit

Granting Authority to deny the requested time extension.

Maintenance of Special Permit

A periodic review, at least annually, for compliance with the condi-
tions imposed within the special permit shall be conducted by the
Special Permit Granting Authority with the assistance of the Building
Inspector. Notification of any deficiencies found through said review
shall be forwarded to the property owner and special permit holder.
Failure to rectify said deficiencies may result in rescission of the
special permit or other zoning enforcement proceedings.

Effective Date of Special Permit

No special permit or any modification or extension thereof shall take
effect until a copy of the decision has been recorded in the Middlesex
County South Registry of Deeds or Land Court. Such decision shall
bear the certification of the Town Clerk that twenty (20) days have
elapsed after the decision has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk and no appeal has been filed, or that if such an appeal has been

filed, it has been dismissed or denied.

JF - 5 1/21/92



SECTION VII-F

No construction activity, including gite alt

eration, for any use or

gtructure authorized by the special permit shall take place on the

proposed development site until all relevant

eagsements are approved, execute
Permit Granting Authority and recorded in th

Registry of Deeds or Land Court.

7F - 6
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SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS -12A-

NOVEMBER 13, 1990
(Approved by Attorney General February 7, 1991)

Section ITI-C: Location of Boundaries of Districts = deleted from the last
sentence of paragraph B. 'revised December 6, 1977" and

inserted "as revised".

.

Sections IV-A., vV-C., V-D., V-E., V-F. and VI-D.3.: deleted "Level 1" and
"avel 2" with reference to special permits.

MAY 6, 1991
(Approved by Attorney General September 13, 1991)

Section II: Definitions - added to "Floor Area', "Floor Area, Gross'.

Section VI-B: Residential District - deleted paragraph 3. and 4. and inserted
new paragraph 3. "Accessory Apartments'.

Section VI-F.l.: Use Regulations — added new subparagraph k. "Special
Provisions to Enhance Access for Handicapped Persons'.

Section VII-B: Area, Frontage, Yard, and Floor Area Requirements - deleted
paragraph 4. and inserted new paragraph 4.

Section VII-D: Off-Street Parking and Loading Spaces - deleted and inserted

new paragraph D. "Parking Standards”.

JANUARY 21, 1992
(Approved by Attormey General March 5, 1992)

Definitions - added "Child Care Facility" and "Family Day Care

Section II:
Home"; added to "Floor Area", "Floor Area, Net'.

Section III-C: ZLocation of Boundaries of Districts — deleted last sentence
of subparagraph 8. and inserted new sentence.

Section IV: Continuance of Existing Non-Conforming Uses and Structures =

added paragraph E.

Section VI-B.l.: Residential District — added subparagraph j. "Child care
facility" and subparagraph k. "Family day care homes".

Section VI-B.2.: Residential District - deleted '"nursery and kindergarten
schools" from subparagraph a.

Section VI-B:6.: Residential District, Golf Course Uses — deleted last
sentence of subparagraph a.(4) and inserted new sentence.

Section VI~C.l.: Business District - added subparagraph d. '"Child care
facility".
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SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS -13a-

VI-D.l.: Commercial District - added subparagraph b. 'Child care
facility".

Section

Section VI-E.l.: Industrial District - added subparagraph b. "Child care
facility".

Section VI~H.l.: Compact Business District - added subparagraph a. 'Child
care facility".
Section VII-B: Footnote to Chart - added footnote (l4) re child care facilities.

Section VII-F.6.: Special Permits - replaced subparagraph f.

1/21/92



SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS

NOVEMBER 13, 1990
{Approved by Attorney General February 7, 1991)

Section III-C: Location of Boundaries of Districts - deleted from fhe last
sentence of paragraph 8. "revised December 6, 1977" and

inserted "as revised".

.,

Sections IV-A., V-C., V-D., V-E., V-F. and VI-D.3.: deleted."Level 1" and
"evel 2" with reference to special permits.

MAY 6, 1991
(Approved by Attorney General September 13, 1991}

Section II: Definitions — added to "Floor Area", "Floor Area, Gross".

Section VI-B: Residential District - deleted paragraph 3. and 4. and inserted
new paragraph 3. "Accessory Apartments'.

Section VI-F.l.: Use Regulatioms - added new subparagraph k. "Special
Provisions to Enmhance Access for Handicapped Persons'.

Section VII-B: Area, Frontage, Yard, and Floor Area Requirements — deleted
paragraph 4. and inserted new paragraph 4.

Section VII-D: Off-Street Parking and Loading Spaces = deleted and inserted

new paragraph D. "Parking Standards".

JANUARY 21, 1992
(Approved by Attorney General March 5, 1992)

Section II: Definitions - added "Child Care Facility" and "Family Day Care
Home"; added to "Floor Arez', "Floor Area, Net".

Section III-C: Location of Boundaries of Districts - deleted last sentence
of subparagraph 8. and inserted new sentence.

Section IV: Continuance of Existing Non-Conforming Uses and Structures -
added paragraph E.

Section VI-B.l.: Residential District - added subparagraph j. "'Child care
facility" and subparagraph k. "Family day care homes".

Section VI-B.2.: Residential District - deleted "nursery and kindergarten
schools"” from subparagraph a.

Section VI-B:6.: Residential District, Golf Course Uses — deleted last
sentence of subparagraph a.(4) and inserted new sentence.

Section VI-C.l.: Business District - added subparagraph d. ''Child care
facility".
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STOW ZONING BYLAWS
NOVEMBER 1930

AMENIMERTS SUPPLEMENT NO. 1

SECTTON II

Remove pages 2-3 & 2-4 Insert pages 2-3 & 2-4 dated 5/6/91

SECTION VI-B

Remove pages 6B-3, 6B-4, 6B-5, Insert pages 6B-3, 6B-4, 6B-5, 6B-6,
6B-8, 6B-7, 6B-8 6B-7, 6B-B dated 5/6/91

SECTION VI-F

Remove pages 6F-4 & 6F-5 Insert pages 6F-4 & 6F-5 dated 5/6/91

Remove page 7B-1 Insert page TB-1 dated 5/6/91

SECTION VII-D

Remove pages 7D-1, 7D-2 & 7D-3 Insert pages 7D-1 through TD-13
dated 5/6/91

SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS

Remove page 12A Insert page 124 dated 5/6/91

10/31/91



SECTTON II

Floor Area:

unit exclusive of basements, stair

The interior floor area of a dwelling
tics, walls, partitionms, porches and

wells, halls, bathrooms, corridors, at
attached accessory buildings.

1. Floor Area, Gross:

The sum of the horizontal areas of the several floors of a building
measured from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the
centerline of a common wall, but not including any space where the

floor-to-ceiling height is less than six feet.
Garage, Private:
Covered space for the housing of motor vehicles, but not for the rental of
mors than two (2) stalls of copmercial repair or commercial storage.
Green Space:

An area left as a natural or landscaped area which may includ
signs, poles, footpaths and access driveways.

e fences,

Hotel. Inn, Motel, Tourist Home or Lodging House:

A building, or portion therecf, or a group of buildings on a single lot,

intended to be used for the temporary occupancy of three (3) or more
persons who are lodged, with or without meals, and in which major provi-
sion for cooking may be made in a central kitchen but may not be in the

individual room or suites.

An off-street space or berth, on the
temporary parking of vehicles while
material, and which has access to a stree
means of ingress or egress.

same lot with a building, for the
loading or unloading merchandise or
t, alley or other appropriate

Marina:

mmercial area with docking facilities for one (1) or more of
the launching, docking, storage, or servicing of pleasure
for the sale of fuel, boats, or marine

A public or co
the following:
boats; docks or related structures

accessories.

Membership Club:

A private, non-profit organization, building or grounds, to include
gpecifically country clubs and fraternities and other organizations to

which membership is limited or controlled.

[

5/6/21
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SECTION II

Non-Conforming Uses, Structureg and Lots:

A non-conforming use, structure or lot chall be defined in Chapter 404,

Section B of the General Laws.

Open Svace:

An area of natural or landscaped vegetated growth. This may include
within said area recreation areas, playing fields, benches, trails,
footpaths, bodies of water and certain other surfaces such as gravel,
cobblestone, brick, pavers or other gsimilar materials when used to
construct impermeable walkways as may be approved by the Special Permit

Authority or Site Plan Approval Authority.

Roomi o) di use:

other than a hotel, inn, motel, tourist court, or
let and where meals may be regularly served
not open to transient guests; in

open to transients.

A building or premises,
lodging house, where rooms are
by prearrangement for compensation;
contrast to hotels, restaurants, and tourist homes,

Sign:
Any words, lettering, parts of letters, figures, numerals, phrases,

sentences, emblems, devices, designs, trade names, or trademarks, whether

stationary or portable, by which anything is made known, such as are used
to designate or locate an individual, a firm, an association, a corpora-
tion, a profession, a business, or a commodity or product, which are
visible from a public or private street or right-of-way and used to

attract attention.

Slope:

For the purposes of the erosion control provision, slope shall be measured
using the two-foot contours on the topographic map supplied with the site
plans. The slope percentage will be the change in elevation divided by
the shortest distance between two contour lines. Upon written permission
of the permit granting authority, slope percentages may be averaged across

specified horizontal distances.

Street:

A public way or private way either shown on a plan approved in accordance
with the subdivision control law, or otherwise qualifying a lot for

frontage under the subdivision control law.

Street Line:

The dividing line between a street and a lot and, in the case of a public
way, the street line established by the public authority laying out the

way upon which the lot abuts.

5/6/91
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SECTION VI-B

3. Accessory Apartments:

a.

Purpose: ,

As provided herein, one additional dwelling unit may be allowed as
an accessory apartmsnt in a gingle-family dwelling or accessory
building located on a lot with a single-family dwelling for the
purpose of providing small additional dwelling units without
adding to the number of buildings in the Town or substantially
altering the appearance of buildings, the neighborhood or the
Town; increasing the range of housing accommodations; encouraging
a greater diversity of population; and encouraging a more effi-
cient and economic use of existing housing stock by enabling
owners of single-family dwellings larger than required for their
present needs to share space and the burdens of homeowmership
while maintaining the single-family appearance and character of
buildings, the neighborhood and the Town.

Accessory Apartments Allowed by Right:

The Building Inspector may grant a building permit for one
acceasory apartment provided that

The single-family dwelling or accessory building was in existence
on or before May 6, 1991, OR

The accessory apartment is attached to or within a single-family

dwelling constructed after May 6, 1991; AND
provided that all of the following regquirements are met:

(1) The accessory apartment shall be a use incidental to the
single-family dwelling and shall contain no more than 700

square feet of gross floor area.

(2) No more than one accessory apartment shall exist on the lot.

(3) Either the aingle-family dwelling or the accessory apartment
shall be occupied by the owmer of the lot. For the purposes
of this section, the "owner" shall be one or more individuals
who holds legal or beneficial title to said lot and for whom
the dwelling is the primary residence for voting and tax

purposes.

(4) Both the single-family dwelling and the accessory apartment
shall satisfy the requirements of 310 CMR 15.00 (Sanitary
Code - Title V) and Stow Board of Health regulations.

(5) The lot on which the single family dwelling or accessory
building is located shall contain no less than 1.5 acres.

GB - 3 5/6/91



SECTION VI-B

(B6)
(7}

(8)

(9)

(10)

All stairways to the accessory apartment shall be enclosed. -

Any entrance required by the inclusion of an accessory
apartment shall be clearly secondary to the main entrance of

the primary dwelling unit.

Any modification to the existing entrances on the front
facade of the single-family dwelling shall result in the

appearance of a single main entrance.
A minimum of two (2) off-street parking spaces shall be

provided for each dwelling unit. There shall be adeguate
provision for ingress and egress from all parking spaces.

There shall be no more than one (1) driveway per lot.

c. Accessory Apartments Allowed by Special Permit:

A special permit for an accessory apartment may be granted by the
Planning Board provided that:

(1)

(2)

All of the conditions and requirements of Section VI B.3. are
met, with the exception of Sections VI B.3.b.(5) and

VI B.3.b.(10).

All conditions and requirements for approval of a special
permit are satisfied.

4. Duplex Residential Uses in a Residential District Subject to a Special
Permit by the Planning Board:

a. Purposes:

The duplex option is intended

(1)

(2)

(3)

To achieve a broader range of housing choices within the com-
munity.

To stimulate more affordable housing units through the
creation of duplex development on individual lots within a

subdivision.

To permit a developer, public agency, or developer in con-
junction with a public agency, to propose duplex development
in subdivisions which shall be affordable to households whose
incomes meet the Town’s criteria for affordable housing.

GE - 4 5/6/91



SECTION VI-B

b.

Dimensional Requirements:

On lots that are proposed for subdivision, duplexes must be
situated on individual lots which conform to the density and
dimensional regulations of the Residential District. Each lot
shall require a minimum lot size of 65,340 square feet, 43,000
square feet of which is “buildable” land. Under no circumstances
will a special permit be granted for projects the construction of
which is sited in whole or in part in the Water Resource Protec-
tion District (see Section VI.J.). The maximum square footage of
the total duplex structure (both units combined) shall be no
greater that 3,000 square feet of floor area. In no event shall
duplexes be permitted on more than 25% of the lots within a sub-

division.
(General Requirements:

Two—family development in the Residential District may only occur
within a proposed subdivision by obtaining a special permit as
described in Sectiom IV and upon obtaining certification from the

Board of Health that all waste disposal standards are met.
Construction must commence within two years of obtaining the
special permit and must be completed within the two years follow-

ing the start, or the permit will expire.

Special Permit Requirements:

Duplex development is subject to approval as provided in this
subsection.

(1) Application for a special permit under this Section shall be
made to the Planning Board through the Town Clerk by submit-
ting ten (10) copies of 21] submission material and paying

the required application fee.
(2) The application shall include the following:
(a) The Special Permit Granting Authority shall specify a

submission fee in its Rules and Regulations and in no
case shall the fee be less than $350.00;

(b) all information required for a special permit;

(c) all information reqguired for a subdivision;

(d) a legally recordable document that details the long term
provisions that are required for the retention of the

affordable units for affordability purposes;

(e} information describing the projected ownership pattern
of the proposed development once completed;
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(f) a property rights plan based on an instrument survey
identifying parcels, if any, to be conveyed to the Town

by deed or easement;

(g) a site grading plan showing proposed changes in contours
and identifying landscaping materials, species of plants
and sizes and specific plans for any common Open space.

(3) Public Hearing

The public hearing shall be held in accordance with the
provisions of the Massachusetts General Laws.

(4) Criteria of Approval

The special permit may be approved if the Special Permit
Granting Authority finds that all the following conditions

are met:

(a) All of the eriteria required for a special permit are
met (see Section VII.F); and

(b) There is a minimm of 10% or one dwelling unit {which-
ever is more) and a maximum of 40% of all dwelling units

within the proposed subdivision that are affordable
according to the Town's published criteria.

5. Cross-Country Ski Uses in the Residential District subject to a
Special Permit by the Planning Board:

a.

Commercial cross-country ski courses on at least twenty-five (25)
acres of land with common and jncidental accessory uses including
parking; clubhouse {inclusive of store for the rental and sale of
aki related items only, administrative office, and snack bar but
not a restaurant), with a total gross floor area not to exceed one
thousand (1,000) sguare feet unless entirely within a structure in
existence at the time of adoption of this bylaw (11/6/89) but in
no case shall the total gross floor area devoted to cross-country
ski related uses exceed twenty-five hundred (2,500) square feet;
and a single family caretaker”s residence, provided that:

(1) no snow-making eguipment shall be used;

(2) the operation of the course, including accessory uses, trail
grooming and maintenance equipment, shall be limited to the
hours between 7:00 A.M. and one-half (1/2) hour after sunset;

3) new buildings, including improvements to existing buildings
for ski related activities and new parking areas shall be
sereened year round from the adjacent property by evergreens
and other vegetative growth of mixed variety;
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(4) no trail or new building including improvementa to existing -
buildings for ski related activities and new parking area is

within fifty (50) feet of any property line.

(56) No so-called snowmobiles chall be permitted except for
emergency or maintenance purposes.

6. Golf Course Uses in the Residential District subject to a Special
Permit by the Planning Board:

a.

Commercial 1B-hole golf courses of at least fifty-five hundred
(5,500) linear yards and at least seventy-five (75) acres with
common and incidental accessory uses including parking; clubhouse
(inclusive of pro shop for sale of golf related items only,
administrative office, and snack bar, but not a restaurant), with
a total gross floor area not to exceed twenty-five hundred (2,500)
square feet unless entirely within a structure in existence at the
time of adoption of this bylaw (11/6/89) but in no case shall the
total gross floor area devoted to golf related uses exceed three
thousand (3,000) square feet; and a single family caretaker’s

residence, provided that:

(1) no fairway, new building including improvements to existing
buildings for golf related activities, and new parking area
is within fifty (50) feet of any property line;

(2) new buildings and improvements on existing buildings for golf
related activities and new parking areas shall be screened
yvear round from adjacent property by evergreens and other
vegetative growth of mixed variety;

(3) the operation of the course, including accessory uses, shall
be limited to the hours between one-half (1/2) hour befere

sunrise and one-half (1/2) hour after sunset;

(4) at least forty percent {40%) of the residential zoned area of
the parcel(s) devoted to the golf course and accessory uses
shall be placed under a conservation restriction to the Stow
Conservation Commission and approved by the Stow Board of
Selectmen. Such restriction shall be for a period of time
not less than thirty (30) years in duration and be evidenced
by a deed in proper Iform and duly recorded with the Middlesex
County Registry of Deeds or Land Court. Ten percent (10% of
the total residential zoned area shall be placed under a
permanent conservation restriction as allowed by the provi-
sions of Mass. General Laws Chapter 184, Sections 31 and 32.
Any area in a permanent restriction shall constitute a credit
toward the forty percent (40%) otherwise required by this

gsection.
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(5) The Planning Board may require as a condition a public access

(6)

pedestrian right of way of at least ten (10) feet in width
provided to and along any natural watercourse or wetland in
or running through the parcel or to any other portion of the
parcel as deemed acceptable by the Planning Board.

A state licensed person shall be responsible for applying
pesticides/herbicides on the golf course site. Results from
an approved laboratory of surface and ground water samples
shall be periodically provided to the Conservation Commission
and the Board of Health, the location and frequency of
testing to be determined by the Planning Board.
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(3) No areas totaling two acres or moré on any parcel or con-
tiguous parcels in the same ownership shall have existing
vegetation clear-stripped or be filled six inches or more SO
as to destroy existing vegetation unless in conjunction with

agricultural activity or unless necessarily incidental to

construction on the premises under a currently valid building

permit or unless within streets which are either public or
designated on an approved gubdivision plan or unless a
speclal permit is approved by the Planning Board on the
condition that run—off will be controlled, erosion prevented
and either a constructed surface or cover vegetation will be
provided not later than the first full spring season immedi-
ately following completion of the stripping operation. No
stripped area or areas which are allowed by special permit
shall remain through the winter without temporary cover of
winter rye or similar plant material being provided for soil
control, except in the case of agricultural activity when
such temporary cover would be infeasible.

(4) The Building Inspector shall require information of the
applicant as necessary for him to ensure compliance with
these requirements, including 1f necessary, elevation at key
locations, description of vegetative cover and the nature of

impoundment basins proposed, if any.

(5) Where resultant site grades will exceed fifteen percent (15%)
the Town shall require a performance bond to ensure com-

pliance with these requirements.

(6) Where j.(1) and j.(3) apply, hillside areas shall be retained
with vegetative cover as follows:

Minimum % of Land to
Remain in Vegetation

Average Slope
10.0 - 14.9 25
15.0 - 19.9 40
20.0 - 24.9 55
25.0 - 28.9 70
30.0 + 85

Special Provisions to Enhance Access for Handicapped Persons

Attempts to provide and improve handicapped access on lots with
established residential or non-residential uses often create
conflicts with various dimensional requirements of this bylaw.
Therefore, the following partial exemptions shall apply in order
to facilitate the installation of handicapped parking spaces,
handicapped access ramps and other amenities designed to improve
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2. Use regulations pertaining to the Business, Commercial,

access for the handicapped to existing buildings and structures. -
The requirements listed in (1) through (3) below may be reduced
only to the degree necessary to be conaistent with the require-
ments of the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board.

(1) Any pinimm mmber of required parking spaces.
(2) Any minimum required open space.

(3) Any minimum required front, aide and rear yard.

be required for the jnstallation of

(4) No special permit shall
jmplementation of

handicapped access amenities and for the
any exemption provided herein.

All proposed handicapped access amenities and any of the exemp-
tions provided herein shall be approved by the Building Inspector

prior to any work or construction.
and Industrial

Districts:

a.

b.

Storage:

All materials, supplies and equipment ghall be stored in accord
with Fire Prevention Standards of the National Board of Fire
Upderwriters and shall be screened from view from public ways or
abutting properties by an opaque fence or screening at least six
(6) feet but not more than twenty (20) feet high.

No open burning is permitted, unless in an incinerator of a type
approved by the Board of Selectmen.

Use regulations pertaining to the Residential District:

Exterior lighting shall conform
F.1.e., except that the use of exterior
business activity or operation during the period from one
after sunset to one-half hour be
This provision shall not preclude the use of e
required by a public agency in
of signs in conformance with the genera
Section VII E., customary holiday

with the requirements of Section VI
lighting by a commercial or
-half hour
fore sunrise shall not be permitted.
mergency lighting

the performance of its duties, lighting
1 regulations included in
lighting or low level illumination

of entranceways, exits and driveways.
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Area, Frontage, Yard, and Floor Area Requirements:

No building shall be erected unless in conformity with the requireme

ntas on

the Table, following, except:

1.

2.

eaves, sills, cornices, belt cornices and window awnings may project
up to two feet into the required yard;

on a corner lot in order to provide unobstructed visibility at inter-

section, no sign, fence, wall, tree, hedge, or other vegetation, and
no building or other structure more than three (3) feet above the
established street grades measured from a plane through the curb
gradee or the height of the crown of the street, shall be erected,
placed or maintained within the area formed by intersecting street
lines and a straight line joining said street lines at points which
are twenty-five (25) feet distant from the point of intersection,

measured along said street lines;

further, no yard, lot area or open space required for a building by

this bylaw, shall, during the existence of such building, be occupied
by or counted as open space for another building. No lot area shall
be so reduced or diminished that the yards or other open spaces shall

be smaller than prescribed by this bylaw.

jlding or structure or Sewage disposal area
hereafter be located, constructed or substantially improved in a Flood
Plain/Wetlands District, except as provided in Section V D. and
Section VI G.1.g. or within one hundred (100) feet of the bank or
boundary of a stream, river, watercourse oOr wetland. “Substantial
improvement”, for the purposes of this section, shall mean any repalir,
reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals
or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the actual cash value of the struc-
ture either before the improvement is started or in the case where the
atructure has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage

occurred.

In no case shall a bu

a. Any person who submits to the Planning Board, for approval under
the Subdivision Control Law, a plan of land containing twenty (20)

acres or more in a Residential District may be in accordance with

the provisions of this Section make application to the Board of

Appeals for a special permit excepting the building lots shown on
such plan in said District from the lot area and frontage reguire-
ments specified in Section VII, but not any other requirements, of
the Zoning Bylaw. Prior to the granting of a permit, a plan must

be submitted indicating:

(1) which lots are to be used as building lots and which are to

remain open land, and
(2) on each building lot, two site lines parallel to the street
between which the entire dwelling, including attached garage,

if any, must lie.
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D.

Parking Standarda:

1.

Purpose:

to ensure that all uses be provided
ing and loading facilities to meet the
to ensure that off-street

The purpose of this section is
with sufficient off-street park
needs of the proposed and actual uses;
parking and loading facilities are designed so as to réduce hazards to
pedestrians and drivers; to reduce congestion in the sireets; to
reduce nuisance to abutters from noise, fumes and headlight glare
ordinarily associated with parking and loading areas; to reduce the
environmental deterioration to surrounding neighborhoods resulting
from glare, storm water runoff, heat, dust and unattractive views

associated with large expanses of pavement and vehicles.

Definitionsa:

For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the

following meaning:

e travel lane that allows motor vehicles
ingress from the street and egress from the site and includes the
area between the edge of sireet pavement to the area within the
1ot where the access driveway is no longer within the minimum
parking area setback required under Section VII D.EB.

ACCESS DRIVEWAY

a. Access Driveway - Th

‘ BUILDING

STREET

b. Interior Driveway - A travel lane located within the lot which is
not used to directly enter or leave parking spaces. An interior
driveway shall not include any part of the access driveway.

5/6/91
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jsle - A travel lane located within the perimeter of

c. Maneuvering A
r vehicles directly enter and leave

a parking area by which moto
parking spaces.

INTERIOR DRIVEWAY

BUILDING ‘

: Intarior Ditveway T

kL
y

vl

|

, mml:L (nle
LTI

im

2

STREET

Ditva

Acces

MANEUVERING AISLE

The longitudinal dimension of the stall

d. Parking Stall Length -
(see chart)

measured parallel to the angle of parking.

Stall - The linear dimension measured across the

e. Width of Parking
(see chart)

stall and parallel to the mansuvering aisle.

PARKING STALL LENGTH

Laremcamd lsland or Walk
h Com orm T L
o
£
2
a - PARKING STALL
]
0
Stall wadth

Thess Linms bt
Be Paralisl

[ —— Y el CoilTie s Wamessnng e
MANEUVERING AISLE

PARKING STALL WIDTH
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General Provisions:

An adequate number of off-street parking spaces shall be required in

all districts to accommodate residents and visitors.

Therefore, no

building or structure shall be located upon any lot and no activity

shall be conducted upon any lot unles

s the required parking facilities

are provided on site in accordance with this Section.

a.

Changes: Any change to a building, structure or use, or a change
from one permitted use to another permitted use shall comply with
the requirements of the Schedule of Minimum Parking for the entire

building, structure or use as changed.

Undetermined Uses: Where the use of a building or buildings has
not been determined at the time of application for a building
permit or special permit, the parking requirements applicable to
the most intensive use allowed in the district where such undeter—
mined use is to be located shall apply provided, however, that the

muber of parking spaces actually built need not exceed the number

required by the actual use or uses of the building when estab-
g authority by

1ished to the satisfaction of the permit grantin
caleulation and/or appropriate condition or covenant in recordable

form.

Relief from Parking Regulations by Special Permit from the Board
of Appeals: Relief from the parking regulations may be granted by

special permit from the Board of Appeals where the Board finds
that it is not practicable to provide the number of parking spaces

required, if either (1) in the case of a change from a nonconform-
ing use to a conforming use, that the benefits of a change to a
conforming use outweigh the lack of parking spaces, Or (2) in the
case of a changs from one conforming use to another conforming

use, that the lack of parking spaces will not create undue
congestion or traffic hazards on or off the gite; provided that in

either case the Board of Appeals shall require the maximum
practicable number of parking spaces.-

Commercial or Public Lot: No parking
d parking in connection with a building,
structure or use shall be operated as a commercial or public
parking lot to provide spaces for the general public {excluding
customers, clients, patients, guests or business invitees of the
owmer or tenant of each building or structure) for a fee or other

compensation.

Use of Required Parking as
area designated as require

Where the total number of off-street
parking spaces required are not immediately reguired for a
particular intended use as established to the satisfaction of the
permit granting authority (or Building Inspector if no special

Reserved Parking spaces:
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permit or site plan approval is required), a phased development -
plan may be permitted requiring that only a portion of the parking
area, but not less than sixty-five percent (65%) of the required
spaces, be completed initially, subject to the following provi-

sions:

(1) The total number of spaces required to be shown on the plan
shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of this

bylaw.

(2) The spaces that are not intended for construction immediately
shall be labelled "Reserve Parking” on the plan and shall be
properly designed as an integral part of the overall parking
layout, located on land suitable for parking development, and
in no case located within area counted as buffer, setback or
open space under other provisions of this bylaw.

(3) Adequate drainage shall be provided for both the partial and
total parking areas.

(4) The portion of the parking areas not to be paved initially
shall be landscaped with a ground cover to prevent erosion.
The ground cover shall be appropriate for soil conditicns,
water availability and the environment.

(5) Separate performance guarantees shall be posted which shall
reflect the cost of installing the additional parking
facilities necessary to provide the total number of parking

spaces required.

(6) An appropriate condition shall be in the special permit or
other instrument, such as a covenant, in recordable form,
which shall be recorded at the Registry of Deeds or filed
with the Land Court, as the case may be, to establish the
intended use and provisions for any future changes to the
satisfaction of the Permit Granting Authority, which condi-
tion or covenant shall run with the land and be enforceable

by the Town.

4. Schedule of Minimum Parking - General Requirements:

a.

Comparable Use Requirement: Where a use is not specifically
included in the Schedule of Minimum Parking, it is intended that
the regulations for the most nearly comparable use specified shall
apply. Alternative off-street parking standards to those shown
below may be accepted if the applicant demonstrates to the satis-
faction of the Permit Granting Authority (or Building Inspector if
no special permit or site plan approval is required), or their
designee, that such standards are adequate for the intended use.
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b.

Mixed Use Facilities- Buildings or lots which contain more than-
one use are considered mixed use facilities. In the cage of mixed
uses, the requirements shall be the sum of the requirement
calculated separately for each use, so that adequate space shall
be provided to accommodate all vehicles anticipated on the
premises at any one time. Parking spaces for one use shall not be
considered as providing the required spaces for any other use,
except when it can be clearly demonstrated that the need for

parking occurs at different times.
Schedule of Minimum Parking:
(1) Agricultural

{(a) Greenhouss 1 space for each 250 8q. ft. of gross
floor area of inside sales or display
room.

{2) Recreation

{a) Camps 1 space per 10 children of rated
capacity of camp plus 1 gpace perp
employee and 1 8space per camp vehicle
kept on the premises.

(b) Handball,

racquetball, 3 spaces per court plus 1 space per
tennis courts employee on the largest shift.
{e) Golf Courses 5 spaces per hole pPlus 1 space per

employee on the largest shift plus 50
percent of the spaces otherwise
required for accessory uses (restau-
rants, bar, ete.).

(d) Swimming pool 1 space per 75 g9. ft. of gross floor
area.

(e) Bowling alley 4 spaces per alley.

(f) Skating rink 1 space per 300 8q. ft. of gross

floor area of facility plus 1 sSpace
per employee on the largest shift.

(g) Other outdoor 1 space per 4 persons generally
recreaticnal expected on the premises at any one
facilities time.
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(3) Residential

(4)

(a) Dwellings

(b) Boarding house

(c) Bed and Breakfast

(d)

Home Occupation

Institutional

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

Schools,
elementary
and middle

High schools

Other non-profit
educational uses

Nursing home,
glder care
facility

Religious

Libraries,
museums,
community
centers

7D - 6

2 spacea for each dwelling unit
containing less than 5 bedrooms plus
one parking space for each additional
bedroom and sufficient off-street
parking for visitors.

2 gpaces plus 1 space per rentable
room or suite.

1 space for each bedroom plus 1 space
per employee on the largest sbift.

2 spaces for the dwelling unit and
sufficient spaces to comply with
Section VI B.1l.g.

2 spaces for each classroom, but not
less than 1 space per teacher and
staff position plus 1 space for each
5 seats of rated capacity of the
largest auditorium or gymnasium.

1 space per teacher and staff
position plus 1 space per 5 students.

To be determined by Permit Granting
Authority (or Building Inspector if
no special permit required) based
upon the most comparable other use in
the table.

1 space for each 2 beds plus 1 space
for each employee on the largest
shift and adequate spaces for
delivery vehicles.

1 space per 3 seats or 1 aspace for
each 4 persons to maximum rated
capacity of the hall or meeting room,
whichever is greater.

1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.
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(5)

(e)
(f)

Lodge or club

Day-care

Business

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(1)

(3)

Retail stores not
listed below,
general and
personal ser-
vices, atudio

Busineas or pro-
feassional office

Restaurant,
funeral home

Quick food
restaurant,
video rental
store, other
quick service
establishments

Motor wehicle
service station,
repair or body
shop

Shopping center
Vehicle dealer-
ship, boat sales,

rentals

Veterinary,
kennel

Medical center,
laboratories

Building trade
shop

7D -

1 space per 3 seats.

1 space per 10 children of rated

capacity of the day-care facility
plus 1 space for each teacher and
staff person on the largest shift.

1 space for each 200 sq. ft. of
gross floor area.

1 space per 250 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.

1 space for each 3 seats plus 1
space for each employee on the
largest shift.

1 space for each 30 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.

4 spaces for each service bay and
work area.

1 space per 250 sqg. ft. of gross
leasable area.

1 space per 1,500 sq. ft. of gross
floor area and 1 space per 1,500
sq. ft. of exterior display area.

2 spaces per eXam room plus 1 space
for each additional employee on
largest shift.

1 space per 250 sq. ft. of gross
floor area.

1 space for each 800 Bsq. ft. of
gross floor area.
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(k) Convenience 1 space per 250 sq. ft. of gross
store floor area.

(1) Financial 1 space per 300 sq. ft. of gross
institutions floor area.

(m) Hotel, Imn, Motel 1 space for each bedroom plus 10 per
1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area
and adequate spaces for delivery

vehicles.
(6) Industrial
(a) Manufacturing,
packaging, pro-
cessing and 1 space for each 800 sq. ft. of
testing groas floor area.
(b) Warehouse 1 space per 5,000 sq. ft. of gross

floor area.

Off-Street Loading Areas:

One or more off-street loading areas ahall be provided for any
business that may be regularly serviced by tractor-trailer trucks,
SU-30 design vehicles or other similar delivery vehicles. Adequate
areas shall be provided to accommodate all delivery vehicles expected
at the premises at any one time. Loading areas shall be located at
either the side or rear of each building and shall be designed to
avoid traffic conflicts with vehicles using the site or vehicles using

adjacent sites.
Standard Parking Dimensional Regulations:

0ff-street parking areas shall be located on the same or adjacent
parcel as the use they are designed to serve.

a.

b. Access to parking and loading areas shall be designed so as not to
obstruct free flow of traffic. There shall be adequate provision
for ingress and egress from all parking spaces and loading areas
to ensure ease of mobility, ample clearance, and safety of

vehicles and pedestrians.

c. Where sidewalks occur in parking areas, parked vehicles ghall not
overhang the sidewalk unless an additional two (2) foot sidewalk
width is provided in order to accommodate such overhang.

d. DParking areas shall comply with the requirements of the Architec-
tural Access Board or other such regulatory authority.
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e. Paved off-street parking areas shall be 1aid out and striped in -
compliance with the following pinimum provisions.

Angle of Width of Parking Stall Width of
Parking Parking Stall Length of Line Maneuvering Aisle
907 (trro—way) 9.0° 18.5" 24.0"

75° (one-way) 8.0° 19.0° 22.0°

607 (one-way) 10.4° 22.0° 18.0°

45° {one-way) 12.7° 25.0° 14.0°
Parallel(one-way) B.0" 22.07 14.0°
Parallel(two-way) B.0° 22.0° 18.0°

Small Car Stalls:

In parking areas containing more than forty (40) parking stalls,
thirty percent (30%) of such parking stalls may be for small car use,
except for retail store, personal service facility, general services
or restaurant uses. Such small car gtalls shall be grouped in one or
more contiguous areas and shall be identified by a sign(s).

a. Small Car Parking Dimensional Regulations: Off-street small car
parking areas shall be laid out and striped in compliance with the

following minimum provisions:

Angle of Width of Parking Stall Width of
Parking Parking Stall Length of Line Maneuvering Aisle
90° (two—way) 8.5" 15.0° 24.0"

75° (one-way) 8.5° 17.0" 22.0°

80° (one-way) 9.8" 18.5" 18.0°

45° (one-way) 12.0° 21.5° 14.0°
Parallel(one-way) B.0" 18.0" 14.0"
Parallel{two-way) B.0" 18.0° 18.0"

Off-Street Parking and Loading Area Design Requirements:

Any parking area serving a use or uses other than a single family
residential use, including duplex dwellings and accessory apartments,
shall be designed in compliance with the following standards.

Required parking spaces, loading areas and driveways shall be provided
and maintained with suitable grading, paved surfaces and adequate
drainage which is suitable in accordance with good engineering
practices. Any parking area containing five (5) or more parking
spaces shall include landscaping as required below which is satisfac-
tory to the Permit Granting Authority (if the parking area is related
to a permitted use for which a special permit or site plan approval is
required), or the Building Inspector (for other parking areas), Or
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their designee, in accordance with good engineering practices, located
and designed to enhance the visual appearance of the parking or

loading facility, to ensure traffic safety
effectas of the parking or loading facility o

a.

and to minimize the adverse
n the natural environment.

Cells: Parking requirements shall be met by utilization of
parking cells having a maximum of forty (40) parking spaces per
parking cell. There shall be a minimum separation distance of

thirty (30) feet between parking cells.

Setbacks: Except where greater setbacks may be required elsewhere
in this bylaw, no parking space or other paved surface, other than
access driveways, common driveways or walkways, shall be located
within thirty (30) feet of the fromt lot line and within ten (10)

feet of the side and rear lot lines.

Access Driveways: Each lot may have one acceas driveway through
ita front yard which shall be twenty-four (24) feet wide, unless
in the opinion of the Permit Granting Authority (if the parking
area is related to a permitted use for which a special permit or
site plan approval is required), or the Building Inspector (for
other parking areas), or their designee, in accordance with good
engineering practice for safety or other reasons, a wider and/or
greater mmber of access driveway is necessary to provide adequate
area for safe vehicular turning movements and circulation. An
access driveway for one—-way traffic only may be a minimum of
fourteen (14) feet wide. There shall be no more than one addi-
tional access driveway for each 200 feet of frontage, and all such
additional access driveways shall be at least 200 feet apart on
the lot measured from the centerline of each access driveway. No
driveway for a non-residential principal use shall cross land in a
residential zoning district in which the principal use is not

allowed.

Interior Driveways: Interior driveways ghall be at lsast twenty
(20) feet wide for two—way traffic and fourteen (14) feet for one-

way traffic.

Perimeter Landscaping Requirements: All parking areas/cells with
more than five (5) spaces and all loading areas shall be bordered
on all sides with a minimm of a ten (10) foot wide buffer strip
on which shall be located and maintained appropriate landscaping
of suitable type, density and height to effectively screen the
parking area. The perimeter landscaping requirements ghall be in
addition to any minimum open space or landscaped buffer area

required elsewhere in this Bylaw.

(1) Off-street parking and loading areas which are located within
or adjacent to a Residential District or a Recreation-
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Conservation District (whether on the side or rear) shall

be screened from all adjacent lots in said district by a
landscaped buffer strip of at least thirty (30) feet in width
through the use of an opague screen. Said screen shall be
opague from the ground to a height of at least six (6) feet
with intermittent visual obstruction to a height of at least
twenty (20) feet. An opague screen is intended to exclude
all visual contact between uses and to create a strong
impression of spatial separation. The opague screen may be
composed of a wall, fence, landscaped earth berm or densely
planted vegetation in a mix of deciduous and evergreen
varieties, tolerant to the climatic conditions of Stow. The
opague portion of the screen mist be opague in all seasons of
the year. At maturity, the portion of intermittent visual
obstructions should not contain any completely unobstructed

openinga more than ten (10) feet wide.

Interior Area Landscaping Requirements: A minimm of ten percent
(10%) of the interior area, exclusive of perimeter landscaping, of
a parking area cell containing more than twenty-five (25) parking
gpaces must be planted as jandscaped island areas. The landscaped
jslands shall be slightly conveX in shape to prevent pooling of
water and shall be located so that some portion of every parking
space is not more than forty-five (45) feet from either a land-
scaped island or the perimeter planting area. Landscaped islands
shall be dimensioned so that a circle with a minimm radius of
five (5) feet can be placed at each location within the island
except that within the jmmediate vicinity of driveway or maneu-
vering aisle roundings and intersections the radius may be reduced
to two (2) feet. Granite or concrete curbing, at least five (5)
inches in height, shall surround each landscaped island as
protection from vehicles. Planting required within the parking
area is exclusive of other planting requirements such as for shade
trees planted along the street and shall not be included as part
of any minimum open space required elsewhere in thie Bylaw.
Plantings for Perimeter and Interior Area Landscaping Requirements
shall consist of:

(1) A minimum of one (1) shrub per thirty (30) square feet of
landscaped island area and one (1) shade tree per every ten
(10) parking spaces shall be installed, unless the Permit
Granting Authority (if the parking area is related to a
permitted use for which a special permit or site plan
approval is required), or the Puilding Inspector (for other
parking areas), or thelr designee, determines that there is
sufficient existing vegetation to allow a reduction in the

amount of new landscaping.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(8)
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Shade trees shall be of a species tolerant to the climatic -
conditions of Stow and/or parking area conditions and be at
least two (2) inch caliper (measured four feet above grade

level.

Shrubs shall be a mix of deciduous and evergreen varieties,
tolerant to the climatic conditions of Stow, and be at least

eighteen (18) inches in height at time of planting. OSnow
storage areas shall be planted with shrubs that are tolerant

to weight and extended duration of snow cover.

of the landscaped island that will be
which shall be mulched or coversed
with paving material, the area botween trees and shrubs shall
be covered with loam to a depth of six (6) inches and planted
with turf grass or a hardy noninvasive, low maintenance
ground cover such as creeping juniper.

Except for the portion
under the car overhang,

Wherever possible, the above requirements shall be met by
retention of existing vegetation.

Planting shall be done in accordance with proper landscaping
practices.

Trees, shrubs, grass and ground cover which die or become
diseased shall be replaced.

All landscaping in parking areas shall be placed so that it
will not obstruct sight distance. Final locations of all
plantings shall be inspected and approved by the Permit
Granting Authority (if the parking area is related to a
permitted use for which a special permit or site plan
approval is required), or the Building Inspector (for other
parking areas), or their designee, including the viability of
existing vegetation retained after development and any

necessary replacements thereof.
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SECTION VII-D

EXAMPLE FOR
PARKING AREA
DESIGN :
REQUIREMENTS | -
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h. Lighting: Off-street parking and loading areas used after sunset
shall be illuminated while in use. The height and shielding of
lighting standards shall vrovide proper lighting without hazard to
drivers or nuisance to residents, and the design of lighting
standards shall be of a type appropriate to the development and
Stow and otherwise in compliance with Section VI F.l.e. of this

Bvlaw.
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The Permit Granting Authority (if the parking
a permitted use for which a special permit or
site plan approval is required), or the Building Inspector (for
other parking area), or their designee, may require a bond or
other form of security to ensure the satisfactory planting of
required landscaping and to ensure the survival of such land-
scaping for up to two (2) years following such planting. All
required landscaping and plantings must be maintained in a neat,
attractive appearance as a condition of the continued principal

use of the lot.

i. Bonds, Securities:
area is related to

9. Structured Parking:

t parking spaces in a garage,

The accommodation of required off-stree
in addition to all other open

deck or other structure shall require,
space requirements of this Bylaw, the aet-aside of open space of an

area equal to the flcor area of the structured parking facility in
excess of one story. Structured parking facilities shall not be
counted in calculating the net floor area of a building.
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SUMMARY OF ZONING AMENDMENTS -12a-

NOVEMBER 13, 1990
(Approved by Attorney General February 7. 1991) °

Section IIT-C: Location of Boundaries of Districts - deleted from the las;
sentence of paragraph B. "revised December 6, 1977" and

inserted "as revised".

Sections IV-A., V-C., V-D., V-E., V-F. and VI-D.3.: deleted "Level 1" and
"Tevel 2" with reference to special permits.

MAY &, 1991
(Approved by Attorney General September 13, 1991)

Section ITI: Definitions - added to "Floor Area", "Floor Area, Gross".

Section VI-B: Residential District - deleted paragraph 3. and 4. and inserted
new paragraph 3. "Accessory Apartments".

Section VI-F.l.: Use Regulations - added new subparagraph k. "Special
Provisions to Enhance Access for Handicapped Persons”.

Section VII-B: Area, Frontage, Yard, and Floor Area Requirements - deleted
paragraph 4. and inserted new paragraph 4.

Section VII-D: Off-Street Parking and Loading Spaces = deleted and inserted
new paragraph D. "Parking Standards".
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