Malcolm Ragan

From: Frank Ramsbottom

Sent: Friday, September 10, 2021 11:46 AM

To: Jesse Steadman; Malcolm Ragan

Subject: FW: Jim Boyd: 180 Crescent St- Final Revision
Attachments: Newspaper article 2015.pdf

FYI

From: Nelson L. Santos <nsantos@fletchertilton.com>
Sent: Friday, September 10, 2021 10:45 AM

To: Frank Ramsbottom <building@stow-ma.gov>
Subject: FW: Jim Boyd: 180 Crescent St- Final Revision

| am following up on the below letter that was sent to you at your request to my client. Let me know where things stand.
Thank you in advance.

NELSON Luz SANTOS, ESQ.

FLETCHER TILTON PC | THE GUARANTY BLDG.
370 MAIN STREET | 12TH FLOOR
WORCESTER, MA 01608

T: 508.532.3525 | F: 508.532.3125

E: NSANTOS@FLETCHERTILTON.COM

VISIT US AT: FLETCHERTILTON.COM

(LEGAL ASSISTANT: LIZA HARRIS EMAIL: LHARRIS@FLETCHERTILTON.COM | TELEPHONE: 508.459.8006)

FletcherTilton..

R Attorneys at law
WORCESTER + FRAMINGHAM

UGWH BOSTON « CAPE COD « HUDSON
MEDFIELD = MEW BEDFORD

PROVIDENCE

FletcherTilton.com

From: JIM BOYD <boydlandscape@comcast.net>

Sent: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 10:45 PM

To: Nelson L. Santos <nsantos@fletchertilton.com>
Subject: Fwd: Jim Boyd: 180 Crescent St- Final Revision

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL




Final Draft

BOYD

LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

978-567-9859

Dear Mr. Ramsbottom,

| am writing to you in response to our in person meeting on 8/20/21 at my property 180 Crescent St. As
| mentioned during our conversation the overburden on my property is the result of the excavation
process from a conservation issue that had previously been filed with the Town of Stow and the State.
The issue has since been resolved and the overburden of soils has been left for me to deal with. | have
removed most of the overburden and | am close to the point where | will have enough soil to complete
my landscape project at 180 Crescent St.

The overall plan for the back portion of my property is to create a play field for my two children to use

as a recreation area. The plan consists of encompassing the entire 2 acre property with trees & shrubs.
Fieldstone walls will be constructed to accent the area. The main area will become a play field that will
be have irrigation. A hardscape area will be constructed for basketball, etc. A swimming pool is also in
the plan for the final phase which would be closer to the house.

Having said that, this summer has been more than complicated to work during: June was the hottest on
record with record number 90+ degree days, including two heat waves. July had measurable rainfall 19
of 31 days, totaling just about 12 inches of rain, ranking it the wettest on record. August has also had
one heat wave and they are predicting the possibility of another heatwave, bringing the total to four
heatwaves, and there has been roughly another 4 inches of rainfall, with more to come. Currently the
area is far too wet to work.

My intention is to continue the process of building a play field for my family when the site is dry enough
to work. If the site does not dry in time for the Fall planting season, | will continue the clean up when the
ground starts to freeze. Frozen ground will allow me to gain access for trucks to remove overburden
and continue my project. If the area is dry in the next month, | plan to have that portion of the project
done by December. This is all hoping that the weather cooperates. Ifit is a situation where | need frozen
ground to continue to work the project would be at the sub-graded level by December and the planting
will happen in the Spring. The following phase would be the tree planting on the exterior outline.

In regard to zoning violations, | contacted my lawyer Nelson Santos with the firm of Fletcher Tilton. He
requested a meeting with the town administrator and Craig Martin prior to you taking over as the acting
building inspector. There was no response to this written request and both Nelson and | were left
wondering when and if Craig Martin would respond to our request. The request from Nelson also
included the that the last 30 years of details pertaining to the property at 180 Crescent St and its zoning
structure as established from the beginning be disclosed.
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| purchased this property in 2005. The acting building department was under full advisement on all
activities that were to take place on the property at 180 Crescent St. | was transparent with my
intentions for this property and received confirmation that | would be fully compliant, according to the
Stow by-laws. It was under his direct advisement and his reference to the Stow by-laws that led to me to
eventually purchasing the property. It was communicated that the property must be owner occupied to
maintain the compliance with the by-laws. At which point | moved in, and continued my work. It has
now been over 16 years of working in this community as a small business owner of the landscape
company, as well as living on and improving this property. | have been paying 2 tax rates since 2005
which consists of the commercial and residential rates.

| would like to also comment that a town official, Selectperson, introduced me to articles in the Stow
Independent dated April 22, 2015 and Middlesex Newspaper dated August 12, 1981 that talks about the
Selectman's meetings in the 80's. It makes reference to the meetings with the Town of Stow Selectmen
and Dave Batsford, the owner of Crescent Farms and originator of this mixed use property. The
restrictions of use came up for debate at these meetings and Crescent Farms was awarded the right to
perform business under these rulings in 1981. The article also talks about how the property zoning was
extended from residential to business.

In conclusion, due to Covid restrictions, a court system that is extremely backed up, and very limited
hours in the Town of Stow Admin over the past year, my lawyer and | have had a difficult time
researching the Selectman's minutes from that period of time and researching the Selectman's hearings
that would establish the basis for the usage of the property at 180 Crescent St.

Thank you,

Jim Boyd
180 Crescent St Stow, Ma 01775

BOYD

LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

978-567-9859

To the extent that this communication contains any federal tax-related advice, please be advised that such advice is not
intended to be used, and may not be used, for the purpose of: (i) avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal
Revenue Code, or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-related matter(s) addressed
herein. This e-mail message is generated from the law firm of Fletcher Tilton PC, and may contain information that is
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confidential and may be privileged as an attorney/client communication or as attorney work product. The information is
intended to be disclosed solely to the addressee(s). If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of the contents of this e-mail information is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete it from your computer system.



dpril 22, 2015

The Stotw Independent

PAST TENSE

STORIES OF STOW'S HISTORY, COMPILED BY LEW HALPRIN

Bananas or Pot

There are many roadside farm stands in Stow that sell the produce they grow
on their small farms mostly to the local residents looking for fresh products.
Most of these farm stands are located in residential areas. The zoning in such
areas allow farm stands as long as at least 51% of what they are selling were
grown at their farm. The stand could sell other items, such as bananas, water-
melons, oranges or other goods not grown there as long as such items did not
exceed 49% of the total sales.

According to a Middlesex News article pub-
lished on Aug 12, 1981, this restriction

came up for debate at a

Selectmen's meeting. Farm stand

owner David Batsford, located on

Crescent Street near Great Road,

wanted to keep his rather large

farmstand open all year, but could

not stock the farmstand with home-grown
produce during the winter months, and the
Selectmen or ZBA would not provide Batsford an exception to the zoning rules.

At the meeting, the Selectmen suggested that the proper way out of this prob-
lem was to request that the area of his farm stand be rezoned from residential to
business. This could be done by extending the current business section of the
town west along route 117 to include the Batsford farm stand. Doing so would
include about five residents whose homes would also become part of this
extended business zone. Those affected residents included Lonsdale Hickler,
Michael Gentuso, Robert Cook, Theodore Tower and Joe Stuart.

John Clayton, chairman of the Selectmen, pointed out that Batsford, besides
getting permission from his neighbors to extend the business zone, would have
to present his plan to the Planning Board for a public hearing and then take it to
a special Town Meeting for voter approval. These steps were eventually taken
and the Batsford farm stand became a year-round store named Crescent Farms.

Things ran smoothly for many years at Crescent Farms. But apparently, there
were still some restrictions on what Batsford was allowed to sell in his store even
though now it was within a business zone. After getting a tip from an anony-
mous caller, Police Chief Charles Mayo and his officers did some checking at
Crescent Farms and they smelled a marijuana odor coming from the farm, and
observed lights left on all night in the greenhouses. He obtained a search war-
rant and raided Crescent Farms resulting in one of the largest marijuana busts in
state history. Some 3,000 marijuana plants, most tully grown and ready for har-
vest, were seized from inside the three greenhouses at Crescent Farms. Batsford
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turned himself in to police the next morning and faced up to 30 years in prison
for trafficking marijuana. He was released after posting $10,000 cash bail.

Perhaps in his defense, Batsford can honestly claim that the plants were all
home-grown.
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