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Appendices 

 
A.  Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey Results (2022) 
 
B. ADA  Accessibility Inventory and Transition Plan 
 
C. Town of Stow Open Space Committee -- Open Space Ranking Criteria  
 
D. Freedom’s Way Landscape Inventory, Stow Reconnaissance Report: List of Areas Identified 
 
E. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Food and Agriculture – Agricultural Land 
Mitigation Policy and Executive Order 193 – November 2001 
 
F. Comments submitted on the Draft Open Space and Recreation Plan  

1. Stow Select Board (attached) 
2. Stow Planning Board (attached) 
3. Metropolitan Area Planning Council (attached) 
4. Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services (attached) 
5. Public Forum Notes (attached) 
6. Additional Text-Specific Comments not attached were received from Bruce Fletcher, Vin Antil, 

Laurie Burnett and incorporated into the Final Plan  
  
G. Species of Birds, Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibians, Fish and Insects Found in Stow   
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Appendix B – Americans with Disabilities Act – Accessibility Self-Assessment 

 
Introduction 
The Stow Recreation Commission and Conservation Commission seek to accommodate people 
with disabilities, both physically and programmatically.  In addition, we recognize that an 
increasing percentage of Stow residents are seniors who are likely to need appropriate access 
to open space and recreation areas, including trails with gentle grades and wider surfaces. This 
need was documented by the survey that was completed as part of this Open Space and 
Recreation Plan. The Section 504 (of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)) Self-Evaluation 
of Stow’s park, recreation and conservation lands carried out by professional staff from the 
Conservation Dept and Recreation Dept. indicate that relatively few accommodations exist to 
provide full access to these areas for people with disabilities, although significant improvements 
have been made since the last Stow Open Space and Recreation Plan in 2016. All facilities 
were inventoried using the facility inventory form found in Appendix G of the Open Space and 
Recreation Planners Workbook.  A disabled resident provided assistance with the evaluation of 
the feasibility of enhancing trail access at Stow Town Forest/Gardner Hill, one of our largest 
properties and the Council on Aging Director was also involved in the review.  Full evaluation 
forms are included below for major Recreation Properties and summaries are provided for 
Conservation Properties with limited facilities. The evaluation results are shown below along 
with a transition plan for corrective action, if any. 

Since 2016, the Town, through its Recreation Commission, has retrofitted the Pine Bluffs/Town 
Beach facility to expand accessibility, including creating a viewing platform at Town Beach and 
upgraded bathrooms. In addition, Town Center Park was created and opened in 2019 with an 
accessible parking lot and fully accessible ADA path down to Minister’s Pond in a collaborative 
effort between the Recreation Department and the Conservation Department.  In 2023, the 
Town Conservation Department used ARPA funds to create adaptive raised bed garden plots at 
the Town’s Community Gardens at Captain Sargent Conservation Area.  These garden plots are 
designed to be used by those with standing or other mobility issues – allowing gardeners to 
work from chairs and with a dedicated raised water supply pump and compost area.  Together 
these three projects have significantly increased accessibility but we know that continued efforts 
are needed.   

Some of the sites that offer potential for expanded accessibility include: 

-the newly acquired Stow Acres North Course property – which offers opportunities for not just 
easier physical access but the design of facilities to accommodate a wide variety of disabilities, 
as well as provide interpretative materials in other languages.  

-the Town Forest/Memorial Field Complex. 

-the state-owned Delaney Complex also offers a great potential to provide universal access to 
the popular site. Relatively modest changes to the parking area and initial access to the walking 
paths could open the facility for use by many visitors with enhanced accessibility needs.  
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Delaney Complex, as well as the Sudbury Road Bridge, also offer potential water accessibility 
opportunities, something that is currently not available in Stow. 

Evaluation Results 

Section 504: Administrative Requirements 

• The Town ADA Coordinator is Frank Ramsbottom, Building Commissioner as appointed by the 
Town Administrator.  His appointment letter is included at the end of this Appendix.  

• The ADA Grievance Procedure and Public Notice documents are attached to the end of this 
Appendix and posted on the Town of Stow website here: https://www.stow-ma.gov/town-
administrator/pages/americans-disabilities-act-requirements.  

• Stow Town jobs are always advertised without discrimination as to age, sex, marital status, 
race, color, creed, national origin, handicap, veteran status, or political affiliation. All job ads are 
made available on the town website here: https://www.stow-ma.gov/human-
resources/pages/current-employment-opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stow-ma.gov/town-administrator/pages/americans-disabilities-act-requirements
https://www.stow-ma.gov/town-administrator/pages/americans-disabilities-act-requirements
https://www.stow-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-employment-opportunities
https://www.stow-ma.gov/human-resources/pages/current-employment-opportunities
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Program Accessibility - Facility Inventories & Transition Plans 
 

Facility name Pompositticut Community Center   

Owner/Manager Town of Stow (COA and Recreation Dept and Fire 
Dept) 

 

Location 509 Great Road    

Acreage    

Activity Offices, Meeting Rooms, Event Space  

Site Amenities Parking lot, Picnic Table  
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Facility name Stow Community Park  

Owner/Manager Recreation Dept  

Location Old Bolton Road   

Acreage 8-9   

Activity Walking, ice skating, field sports, basketball, tennis, accessible swings 

Site Amenities Parking lot, exercise station trail, picnic pavilion, recreational fields and 
courts 
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Facility name Pine Bluffs and Town 
Beach 

  

Owner/Manager Recreation  Department  

Location Off Sudbury Road   

Acreage 31   

Activity Swimming, picnicking, field 
sports 

  

Site Amenities Beach, playground, playing fields, bathrooms, parking lot, accessible 
deck 
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Facility name Stow Town Forest and Memorial Field  

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission and Recreation Department 

Location Bradley Lane   

Acreage 326   

Activity Hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, fishing, mountain biking, dog 
walking, playing fields 

Site Amenities Hard packed gravel parking area, bulletin board, 
emergency call box, field with backstop and seats, 
bridges, seasonal portajohn.  

 

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

No compliant parking Modify public parking area to 
include handicap spaces with 
appropriate signage at trail 
head. Note: The parking area 
serves both the Town Forest 
and Memorial Field. New 
handicapped parking spaces 
would be needed in two 
locations.  

Hire design 
consultant with 
CPA funds  

Conservation 
Commission; Rec 
Dept; CPC 

Trails are inaccessible due 
to slope/grades and 
surfaces 

Design and construct a short 
accessible trail from parking lot 
along Elizabeth Brook on 
blue/red trail OR from entrance 
on Timber Edge which may 
have fewer grade challenges.  

Hire design 
consultant with 
CPA funds  

Conservation 
Commission; CPC  
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Facility name Town Center Park   

Owner/Manager Owner: Select Board; Manager: Recreation Department (Conservation 
owns the shoreline of Ministers Pond) 

Location 323 Great Road    

Acreage 4.0   

Activity Walking, nature play, sitting (benches, gazebo), community events 

Site Amenities Accessible parking area, accessible trail, gazebo, 
nature play area, picnic table, benches 
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Conservation Areas 

 

Facility name Flagg Hill (W. Acton Rd and Trefry Lane 
entrances) 

 

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission  

Location West Acton Road   

Acreage 243   

Activity Hiking, Mtn. Biking, Horseback 
Riding  

  

Site Amenities Parking lots (paved or 
reclaimed asphalt), trails, 
kiosks 

  

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

Steep, hilly site. No 
universal access paths 

None planned   

  

Facility name Flagg Hill (Boxborough entrance)  

Owner/Manager Boxborough Conservation Commission  

Location Off Windemere Drive in 
Boxboro 

  

Acreage 243   

Activity Hiking, Mtn. biking, horseback 
riding  

  

Site Amenities Parking lot, trails, kiosks   

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 
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Steep, hilly and wet 
entrance. No universal 
access paths 

None planned  Town of Boxboro 

  

 

Facility name Marble Hill Conservation Area & Pompo Playing 
Fields 

 

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission, Recreation Comm  

Location Great Road   

Acreage 249   

Activity Hiking, Mtn biking, active 
recreation (at field),  

  

Site Amenities Paved and marked Parking lot, trails, exercise 
course, playing fields, kiosks 

 

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

No universal access paths; 
entrance to facility was 
recently upgraded to make 
access easier for all users 

Currently examining revitalizing 
exercise course with family and 
senior friendly facilities 

Begin Summer 
2023 

Stow Conservation 
Commission 

Parking lot does not have 
marked handicapped 
space for field trail users 

Sign one of the 3-4 dedicated 
Marble Hill spaces closest to 
the field for handicapped 
parking  

FY 25 Town of Stow  
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Facility name Captain Sargent Conservation Area/Stow 
Community Gardens 

 

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission  

Location South Acton Road/ Tuttle Lane   

Acreage 153   

Activity Hiking, Mtn. biking, agriculture, community gardens, picnic tables 

Site Amenities Pervious Parking lot, trails, 
kiosks, garden plots, raised bed 
plots, picnic tables, new 300’ 
boardwalk across wetland. 

  

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

No universal access paths 
from main entrance, 
community gardens were 
just upgraded with raised 
beds and a dedicated 
water source for increased 
accessibility.  

Investigate feasible of 
increasing accessibility from 
parking lot to boardwalk or 
create a single handicapped 
parking space at rear of 
community gardens 

FY 26  Stow Conservation 
Department 

  

Facility name Heath Hen Meadow Conservation Area  

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission  

Location West Acton Road   

Acreage 52   

Activity Hiking, mtn. biking, cross 
country skiing 

  

Site Amenities Roadside parking, kiosks, trails, 
bridge 

  

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 
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No universal access paths, 
wet site  

Look at feasibility of reducing 
barriers to access at entry 
bridge when reconstructed.  

TBD when bridge is 
replaced 

Stow Conservation 
Dept.  

 

Facility name Spindle Hill Conservation Area/Wheeler Pond   

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission  

Location Gates Lane/Wheeler Road   

Acreage    

Activity Hiking   

Site Amenities Informal roadside, parking, 
trails, kiosk 

  

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

No universal access paths, 
steep entry access  

None planned   

   

Facility name Stow Acres North   

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission and Recreation Department 

Location Randall Road    

Acreage 109   

Activity TBD – Master Plan in progress  

Site Amenities None at present; master planning underway for a 
major town conservation/recreation complex which 
will feature sustainability and accessibility, as 
detailed in plan. Construction of initial elements 
planned in 2025. 

 

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

TBD    
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Facility name Assabet Overlook Conservation Area    

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission  

Location Off Joanne Drive    

Acreage    

Activity Hiking   

Site Amenities Roadside parking, kiosk    

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

No universal access paths, 
difficult entry around 
detention basin  

None planned   

 

Facility name Hallock Point Conservation Area     

Owner/Manager Conservation Commission  

Location Hallock Point Road     

Acreage    

Activity Hiking   

Site Amenities Kiosk, picnic tables (2). Gravel 
parking lot controlled by DCR. 

  

Transition Plan 

Barrier to Access Corrective Action Scheduled 
Change 

Authority 

No universal access paths, 
steep slopes at point.   

None planned   
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APPENDIX C 

Revised Evaluation Criteria for Ranking Parcels – Stow Open Space Committee 
What are the Evaluation Criteria? 

About fifteen years ago, the Stow Board of Selectmen (BOS) appointed an Open Space Prioritization 
Committee to help provide greater insight as to the lands in Stow most deserving of protection.  Of 
primary interest were those properties enrolled in the preferential tax assessment programs - Chapter 
61(forestry), 61A (agriculture), and 61B (open space/recreation) - as by statute the Town was granted a 
Right of First Refusal when these lands were proposed to be sold for development.  The Open Space 
Prioritization Committee was asked to develop a tool to allow the community to better assess the relative 
importance of a given property as a Right of First Refusal arose, to enable the Town to direct its limited 
resources most effectively.   

To accomplish this, the Committee developed a weighted criteria ranking system.  Under this framework, 
points were awarded based on attributes of a property, such as habitat significance, quality of agricultural 
soils, scenic qualities, historical significance, linkage with existing conserved lands, development 
potential, and others.  The weighted criteria ranking system was then used to evaluate and rank many of 
the properties enrolled in the chapter programs considered to be of greatest significance to the 
Town.  Results of that exercise matched well with the community's intuitive sense of importance - 
validating the function of this tool.  Since that time, the criteria have been revised to better reflect our 
understanding of the importance of biodiversity protection and changing community open space priorities.  
The criteria have been revised into the form of a checklist for items to consider when evaluating potential 
parcels for acquisition.  

 
Open Space Land Evaluation Factors 

Criteria Met?  
(Yes/No)  

     
1 Water Resources  

 a. Site is in an aquifer zone (1977 IEP Study)  
 b. Site is in a recharge zone (1977 IEP Study)  
 c. Site enhances public access to water  

 
d. Preservation would contribute to protecting quality of adjacent water bodies (lakes, 
rivers, streams)  

 e. Site is mapped as floodplain or is otherwise known to be flood prone  
     

2 Agriculture  
 a. Site is currently productive or has been in production within 3 years  
 b. Site contains prime soil types   
     

3 Cultural Preservation  
 a. Site contains locally significant historic landmarks, buildings, or other features  

 b. On or eligible for property listed on the national/state register  
 c. Site has importance to indigenous people  
 d. Site contains significant archeological resources  
 e. Site contains important geological resources or features  
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f.  There are scenic views across the site or on the site 
     

 4 Preserves Town Character  

 
a. Site contains features that have historically contributed to Stow's identity: farmland, 
fields, stone walls, architectural qualities of structures on site.  

 

b. Preservation would contribute to land use diversity in the area or neighborhood in 
which it is located (e.g. where land use change has begun to homogenize character 
that was formerly diverse)  

 
c. Site is located on or visible from narrow winding town road(s), whether public or 
private ways or is traversed by or runs alongside dirt roads, cart paths, ancient ways  

 
d. Preservation would contribute to maintaining the rural open space attributes of 
"outlying" Stow  

 
e. Preservation would contribute to retaining natural breaks between the towns' more 
densely developed core and rural elements along the edge.  

 
f. Preservation would or could contribute to the town's supply of civic open space 
areas in or near existing village center.  

     
 5. Public Open Space   
 a. Site is identified in OSRP as a priority  
 b. Site is in an area underserved by conservation land  
 c. Site will improve passive recreation opportunities  
 d. Contiguous or near existing protected land  

 
e. Contributes to linkage with existing trails, paths, ancient ways, railroad beds, horse 
trails, etc.   

 
f. Acquisition would foster consistency with town and state open space planning 
documents.   

   
 6 Natural and Ecological Resources  
 a. Site contains water bodies (streams, ponds) and/or vegetated wetlands  
 b. Site contains unique geologic features  
 c. Site has potential for ecological restoration  
 d. Site is of known wildlife corridor significance  
 e. Diversity of vegetation  

 f. Contains uncommon flora and fauna  
 g. Site is mapped as BioMap Habitat of Statewide or Local Significance   
 h. Site is mapped as important for climate resilience  
     

 7. Municipal uses  

 a. Location near town center, existing services  
 b. Development suitability  
 c. Access to/from major road  

 
d. Site has capacity for one or more identified recreation facilities (ballfields, ice rink, 
gym, pool, tennis courts, etc)  
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 e. Site contains existing facilities that respond to an active recreation need   

 f. Site is in an area of town underserved by parks and recreation facilities  

 
g. Site has few or no development constraints and is near services, making affordable 
housing/elderly housing development feasible and appropriate  

     
 8 Liabilities  

 
a. Hazardous waste contamination is known or likely based on land use history and 
practices  
 b. Other dumping has occurred on the site    

 c. There are encroachments from neighboring properties which need to be addressed  
 d. Good title cannot be obtained/insured without difficulty   
 e. There are other issues on the site which could expose the town to potential liability  

     
 9 Development Potential/Impacts to the community if not protected   
   
 10. Funding  
 a.  Potential for obtaining funding for this property is high  
 b. The land is a good value with respect to current market prices  
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Appendix D – Freedom’s Way Landscape Inventory 
Stow Reconnaissance Report: List of Areas Identified by the Town of Stow 

 
APPENDIX: HERITAGE LANDSCAPES IDENTIFIED BY COMMUNITY 

This list was generated by local participants at the Heritage Landscape Identification Meeting held in Stow on 
April 12, 2006 and the follow-up fieldwork on May 11, 2006. There are undoubtedly other heritage 
landscapes that were not identified at the HLI meeting noted above and there are both inaccuracies in 
this information and changes to the list that have occurred since this time. Minor changes have been 
made to the list to correct factual inaccuracies. The chart has two columns, the names and locations of 
resources are in the first; notes about resources are in the second.  

Landscapes are grouped by land use category. Abbreviations used are listed below. 

APR = Agricultural Preservation Restriction 

CR = Conservation Restriction 

LHD = Local Historic District 

NR = National Register 

PR = Preservation Restriction 

* = Priority Landscape 

+ = Part of a Priority Landscape 

Agriculture 

Apple Barn 

Great Rd. 

Stone building at the Center School used for storing apples on the Peter Larsen property before land was acquired for the school. 

Applefield Farm 

727 Great Rd. - Vegetable and flowers. Farm stand selling local products. 

Carver Hill Orchard 

Brookside Ave. Lord family farm since the 1850s. Orchard and vegetable farm with cider mill, farm store, hiking trails. 

Derby Orchard 

438 Great Rd.- Orchard and farm stand with 23 varieties of apples, cider and peaches. 

Honey Pot Hill 

144 Sudbury Rd. - Apple orchard as well as pears and blueberries. Farm store selling products (apples, cider, etc.) and pick-your-
own fruit. Sunflower display in summer is of note. Whitman House built in 1810. 
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One Stack Farm 

441 Great Rd.- Apple orchard with 12 varieties of apples, some peaches, cider made on-site. 

Packard Farm 

90 Packard Rd.- The Packard House at 90 Packard Rd. sits on this 47-acre site. More than 100 years ago apple orchards lined 
Packard Rd. on both sides. Now houses line the road. This farm is under 61A. 

Orchard Hill Farm 

Rockbottom Rd. In Gleasondale. Was a mill farm that produced food for mill workers. Located on drumlin above Assabet River. 

Pilot Grove Farm 

76 Crescent St. - Outskirts of Lower Village. The Federal farmhouse was constructed in 1808 (barn demolished). Today it is a 
sheep farm.  

Red Acre Farm 

254 Red Acre Rd. - Northern edge of Lower Village. The farmhouse was built after 1856 and became the summer house of 
Harriet Bird in 1902. Later she turned it into a haven for overworked and abused horses. More recently a medical research facility 
and hearing dog center were part of the operation. 

Shelburne Farm 

106 West Acton Rd. - Was known as the Old Elm Farm with house Federal/Greek Revival house built in ca. 1800. Apple 
orchards since the early 1900s. There is a conservation restriction on 48.3 acres of this orchard. Farm animals, hay rides, picnic 
areas, and The Apple Shop. 

Small Farm 

184 Gleasondale Rd. - On Route 62, farm stand and pick-your-own flowers, herbs and vegetables. 

Nurseries 

Two nurseries, Stow Branch Nursery and Village Nursery, serve the town. 

Archaeological 

Conant’s Sawmill Site 

Archaeological site in Town Forest. The foundation of a sawmill that operated from the mid 1660s to 1830. 

Native American Sites 

Various locations - 26 ancient sites have been documented in Stow. 

Burial Grounds and Cemeteries 

Brookside Cemetery 

Gleasondale Rd. - Established in 1864 at the intersection of Gleasondale and Box Mill Roads. 5.7 acres. 

Hillside Cemetery 

Crescent St.- Established in 1812. Small burial ground of about 1.5 acres. 
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Lower Village Cemetery +Pompositticut Rd.- Oldest cemetery. Laid out in 1683. 3.5 acres. 

Small Pox Cemetery 

Lakewood & Wildwood Rds. - Graves of those who died in the 1840'sfrom small pox. 

Civic 

Gleasondale * 

Stow’s industrial village with Gleason houses, workers houses, boarding house, mill farm (now a horse farm), mill and dam. First 
mill and dam built prior to 1750. In 1813 the Rock Bottom Cotton and Woolen Mill established at Randall’s Mill, hence the 
industrial village first known as Rock Bottom. Name change in 1898 to honor mid 19th century mill owners Benjamin Gleason 
and Samuel Dale. 

Lower Village * 

Great Road - The original town center laid out in the 1680s on Great Road (now Route 117) at Red Acre, White Pond, Samuel 
Prescott and Pompositticut Roads. Now the commercial center. Historic houses such as Hosmer’s Folly and the Minister’s 
Manse. The first meeting house was established here. 

Upper Village 

Also known as Stow Center or Town Center. Became the town center with Upper Common when the meetinghouse was 
relocated here in order to be more centrally located within Stow’s borders. Site of the fourth First Parish Church in 1827 which 
burned and was replaced with current First Parish Church (1848). Also site of Town Hall (1848). 

Industrial 

Blacksmith Shop* 

Shelburne Farm. - Located on the former Peter Larsen property, the building was moved from Maynard in 1914 and became a 
blacksmith shop there. Larsen kept it open into the 1950s thus it is the last blacksmith shop that was operated in Stow.  Relocated 
to Shelburne Farm as part of the Center School expansion.  

Box Mill Dam & Pond 

At Carver Hill. Dam dates to 1850. 

Gleasondale Mill & Dam + 

In industrial village of Gleasondale. The Greek Revival mill was constructed in 1854 and the dam and canal in 1883. 

Lake Boon Dam + 

Built for the Assabet Mill in Maynard about 1850. Height increased in 1870’s. 

Institutional / Military 

Center School 

403 Great Rd. - Built in 1954 on property of Peter Larsen. The Colonial Revival style school serves as an elementary school. 

Churches 

First Parish (1848), the former Gleasondale Methodist-Episcopal Church (1898, 4 Marlboro Road), St. Isidore’s Catholic Church 
(1961, 429 Great Rd.), Union Church (1905, 317 Great Road). 
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Fort Devens Annex 

Sudbury, State & White Pond Rds. 

The Annex was taken in 1942 from lands in Stow, Sudbury and Maynard. Much of the 2300 acres is in Stow. It was in active 
military use from World War II until 1995. Now operated by U.S. Fish and Wildlife as the Assabet River National Wildlife 
Refuge. Many historic farms were on the property taken, some of which still stand. Also, archeological sites. 

Hale School 

55 Hartley Rd. - 16.6 acres. Built in 1964. Expanded in late 1990’s. 

John Kettell Monument 

Off Maple Street. One of two earliest recorded settlers. 

Matthew Boone Monument 

Off Barton Rd. Boon, one of the two earliest recorded settlers, who was killed by Indians in 1676 during King Philip’s War. 

Pompositticut School 

511 Great Rd.- A modern school building housing Grades K-2. Built in 1968.  Now serves as the Fire Station/Community Center. 

Randall Library 

19 Crescent St. - Built in 1892 in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. It was a gift from the estate of John Witt Randall by his 
sister, Belinda Randall. Historical Room donated in 1926 by Whitney family. There is a 1975 addition. 

 Stow Town Hall 

Great Rd. & Crescent St. At Stow Center near the Upper Common. Greek Revival building constructed in 1848 with addition in 
1895. Now used for meeting space and several town offices. The new town building (1989) is across Great Road from this town 
hall. 

West School 

Harvard Rd. - Built in 1825 on the foundation of a ca. 1739 school which was the first at this location. The brick one-room school 
house now is the Stow West School Museum, administered by the Stow Historical Society. 

Miscellaneous 

Cairn 

74 West Acton Rd.- At Shelburne Farm. According to the Historical Commission this stone cairn dates to 1640. 

Stone Walls 

Along roads and in woods and fields. 

Natural 

Herons’ Nests 

Part of the Delaney Project. 

Open Space /Parks 
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Assabet Wildlife Refuge 

See Ft. Devens Annex. (Known locally as the “ammunition dump.") Refuge established in 1999. 

Butternut Country Club 

115 Wheeler Rd. - Public golf course operated by three generations of the Page family. It was built on an old farm that grew 
butternut squash. 

Flagg Hill Conservation Area 

West Acton Rd. - 286 acres in Stow and Boxborough protected through purchase by the two towns in 1998. Has trails, vernal 
pools, critical habitat and wildlife. 

Lions Club Field 

Great Rd. at Hudson Rd. 

Lower Village Common + 

First town center when laid out in 1680s. 

Marble Hill Conservation Area 

Taylor Rd. - Town owned property of 249 acres adjacent to the Pompositticut School with parking there or on Taylor Road (north 
end of property). Trails. Native American archeological sites have been identified. 

Pine Bluffs Recreation Area + 

Sudbury Road - Town-owned 35 acres on eastern shore of Lake Boon with town beach and recreation area established in 1971 
from the Parker farm and cottage rental properties. Trails 

Pilot Grove Hill 

Public and private ownership of land on hill. Landmark reputed to have been used historically for sighting by ships coming into 
Boston Harbor. 

Stowaway Golf Course 

White Pond Rd. - 9-hole public golf course since 1960's. Formerly Assabet Country Club in the 1920's. 

Stow Acres Country Club 

58 Randall Rd. - Golf course (with two 18-hole courses) and historic Randall House built by John Randall, prominent Boston 
physician made his home in Boston and maintained the  property with ca. 1800 Georgian style country retreat. It passed through 
generations of Randalls to Belinda Randall, sister of John Witt Randall who died intestate. Belinda gave money to many local 
causes in her family’s name. Circa 1920, the Randall property was purchased by Charles M. Cox, a wealthy grain merchant from 
Boston, who established a golf course here open to African Americans, who were unable to play elsewhere due to segregation 
practices. First known as Mapledale, this course hosted the first national black men's championship in 1926. Expanded to 36-
holes in 1954 by Page brothers of Waltham. The clubhouse (the old Randall house) has been extensively renovated. 

Town Forest 

Bradley Ln. - Also known as Gardner Hill Land (324acres) purchased by the town in 1968. Near Lower Village. Was part of the 
C.D. Fletcher estate. Elizabeth Brook forms the northern edge. The foundation of Conant’s Mill, a sawmill, is within the Town 
Forest as is Little Bog Trail. 

Wedgewood Pines Country Club 
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215 Harvard Rd.- Private country club with golf course, swimming pool, large clubhouse. 154 acres. Opened in 1996. 

Residential 

Boaz Brown House 

172 Harvard Rd. 

NR First Period Thematic Nomination. One of the oldest houses in Stow, built before 1699. Brown farmed this property and ran a 
tavern for some time. By the mid 18 th century it was part of a 143-acre farm. In 1764 the farm was sold to Stephen Stow. 

Cottage Neighborhood + 

Cottage neighborhoods around Lake Boon built from 1880’s to 1930’s are now being stressed by development and 
mansionization. See Lake Boon Priority Landscape. 

Hapgood House 

76 Treaty Elm Ln. - NR First Period Thematic nomination. The house was constructed of ca. 1726 for Hezekiah Hapgood. 

Hosmer’s Folly + 

4 Red Acre Rd. - The Rufus Hosmer House was built in Lower Village in ca. 1789 in the Federal style. See Lower Village 
Priority Landscape 

Lake Boon Neighborhood * 

Located in southeast corner of Stow, Lake Boon was originally a small pond. Amory Maynard of the Assabet Mill in what was to 
become Maynard purchased rights in mid century to make a larger pond, which was done by building a dam at Bailey’s Brook. 
This was later raised and the mill pond expanded. After the use of waterpower was discontinued, by 1900, the lake became a 
summer resort area. Transportation was provided by two train lines, a trolley and a steam boat from Maynard. 

Minister’s Manse + 

9 Red Acre Rd. - A house was constructed for the first minister in 1686. This house, usually identified as the Minister’s Manse is 
possibly somewhat later. See Lower Village Priority Landscape. 

Randall-Hale House + 

6 Sudbury Rd. - NR. This ca. 1710 house was built by Abraham Randall in Gleasondale. It displays First Period construction 
with Georgian detail. A large New England barn is on the opposite side of Sudbury Road at the intersection with Gleasondale 
Road. 

Whitney Homestead 

485 Great Rd. - Built in ca. 1843 in the Greek Revival style it shows signs of Victorian updating. It has served as a nursing home 
as well as a single family residence. 

Whitney House 

27 Whitney Rd. - Part of Whitney Homestead land. Built ca. 1760. 

Walcott-Whitney House 

137 Tuttle Lane.- NR First Period Thematic nomination. First Period construction with Georgian details built in ca. 1725. 
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Transportation 

Assabet River Rail Trail 

Planned trail along the Marlborough Branch Railroad line that was in operation from 1850 to 1980. 

Maple Street 

In the western part of town from Bolton northeast to Old Bolton Road. Scenic qualities. 

Minuteman AirField 

302 Boxboro Rd. - Airport established in 1963 with its first building housing the locally known restaurant constructed in 1968. 
Airport was opened to the public in 1969. 

Red Acre Road + 

Extends from Great Road at Lower Village north to Acton. Scenic qualities. Built in 1802. 

Track Road 

A road on private property that is part of the old railroad bed of the Marlborough Branch Railroad. Recreational easement 
negotiated and signed with Town of Stow and property owner of Track Road and Crowe Island for planned Assabet River Rail 
Trail. 

Trolley Waiting Station 

Great Rd. - Stone structure built in 1901 on the Concord, Maynard and Hudson Electric Railway route. 

Tuttle Lane 

Picturesque country road branching northwest off of Red Acre Road. 

Walcott Street 

In the southwest corner of Stow running from Hudson north to Hudson Road. 

Whitman Street 

Rural north-south road between Gleasondale Road on the north and Boon/Sudbury Road 

on the south. 

Waterbodies 

Assabet River * 

Flows through the southeastern part of Stow from Hudson to Maynard. View of Assabet from Sudbury Road Bridge. The Assabet 
River originates in Westborough and flows north and then northeast for 32 miles to its confluence with the Concord River. Crowe 
Island is a land form that juts into the Assabet, most is privately owned. It is reached by Track Rd. Assabet River once was 
known as Elizabeth River, the English version of the Nipmuc name for the river. The name, Assabet, also a version of this name 
became the name in ca. 1850 and means in Algonquin “the place where materials for making fishnets grow.” The current flow is 
largely processed sewage. 

Delaney Project 

Includes the herons’ nests. The Delaney Multiple Purpose Complex of the SuAsCo Watershed Project was established in 1968 by 
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service to control flooding from Elizabeth Brook, through the purchase of rights to store 4,000 acre-
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feet of water along the brook above Delaney Pond in northwest Stow, Bolton and Harvard. The 22-foot Campbell dam was 
constructed as a flood control project to hold back the waters feeding the Elizabeth brook which are reported to be able to make a 
12 inch difference in the Assabet River water level in Maynard during a 100-year storm. 

Elizabeth Brook 

Tributary of the Assabet River entering the river from the north. At one time this brook was known as Assabet Brook. At the 
same time the Assabet River was known as the Elizabeth River which is the English version of the Nipmuc name for the river. 

Fletcher’s Pond 

Fed by Elizabeth Brook. A former mill pond. 

Heath Hen Meadow Brook 

Heath Hen Meadow Brook runs from Boxborough to Ft. Pond Brook in Acton. The brook flows through Heath Hen Meadow 
Brook Conservation Area, purchased by the town in 1997 and other conserved land. 

Lake Boon 

A Great Pond that straddles Hudson-Stow line. Once a millpond for the mills in Maynard, it is also referred to as Boon’s Pond. 
Primary land use around perimeter is now residential with many former summer cottages. Lake has three sections connected by 
the Narrows and connected to the Assabet River by Bailey’s Brook. Named after Matthew Boon who explored area in 1660s and 
was killed in King Philip’s War in 1676. 

Minister’s Pond 

North of Great Road at Stow Center. Flows south to Elizabeth Brook by manmade drainage stream built by an enterprising 
minister. The change created additional pasture land. 

Sandy Brook 

Tributary of the Assabet River. 
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APPENDIX E 
Executive Order 193 and Agricultural Land Mitigation Policy 

General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts  
Mass. Executive Order #193  

By His Excellency EDWARD J. KING 
Governor 

PRESERVATION OF STATE OWNED AGRICULTURAL LAND 
 

Preamble 

 
Agricultural land In Massachusetts is a finite natural resource that is threatened by competing land use pressure. 
 
The natural resource qualities associated with agricultural land make state owned agricultural land an irreplaceable 
economic and environmental asset when utilized for food production. This land is part of the "common wealth" of 
Massachusetts citizens, and the wise use and conservation of state-owned agricultural land is of broad public value. 
As the loss of private agricultural land in the Commonwealth continues, the state-owned land will play an increasingly 
important role for the state's remaining farmers and young people who wish to enter farming. As the state-owned 
agricultural land decline in productivity and efficient utilization, so does the maximum return of benefit to the citizens, 
of the Commonwealth. 
 
Furthermore, the loss of agricultural land has had a detrimental affect upon environment quality. Agricultural land 
reduces flooding by effectively absorbing precipitation, while replenishing critical ground water supplies. The open 
characteristic and natural vegetation of agricultural land helps purify the air; enhances wildlife habitat; provides for 
recreation; and maintains the landscape's aesthetic and historic quality. Therefore, it is essential to ensure that the 
Commonwealth's agricultural land remains available for present and future generations. 
 
WHEREAS, the Commonwealth seeks to preserve the productive agricultural land base on which the Massachusetts 
agricultural industry and the people of the Commonwealth depend; and 
 
WHEREAS, state acquisition programs administered by the Department of Environmental Affairs, pursuant to G.L.c. 
132 A, secs 11A-11E and G.L.c. 184 secs 31-33, promote the preservation of private agricultural land; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Executive Department of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to protect, through 
the administration of current programs and laws, the Commonwealth's agricultural land base from irreversible 
conversion to uses which result in its loss as an essential food production and environmental resource; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Edward J. King, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth, do hereby order and direct all relevant state 
agencies to seek to mitigate against the conversion of state-owned agricultural land and adopt 
the policies herewith: 
 
1. State funds and federal grants administered by the state shall not be used to encourage the conversion of 
agricultural land to other uses when feasible alternatives are available.  
 
2. State Agency actions shall encourage the protection of state-owned agricultural land by mitigating against the 
conversion of state-owned land to non-agricultural uses, and by promoting soil and water conservation practices. 
 
3. The Secretary of Environmental Affairs shall identify state-owned land suitable for agricultural use according to the 
following criteria: 
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  a. the presence of soil types capable of supporting or contributing to present or potential  commercial agriculture 
 
  b. current and historic use for agriculture, and 
 
  c. absence of non-farm development. 
 
4. State Agencies controlling state-owned land suitable for agricultural use shall coordinate agricultural land 
management policv with the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. In managing said land, State Agencies shall 
be encouraged to allow for use on a multiple year basis for forage and food crops. 
 
5. Surplus state-owned land, identified as suitable for agriculture by the Secretary of Environmental Affairs, shall 
remain available for agriculture when compatible with state agency objectives. 
 
6. For purposes of this Executive Order, "agricultural land" shall be defined as land classified Prime, Unique, or 
of  State and Local Importance by the USDA Soil Conservation Service, as well as land characterized by active 
agricultural use. 
 
7. For the purposes of this Executive Order, "state-owned land" shall be defined as: 
 
  a. all land under the custody or control of a state agency, 
 
  b. all lands purchased in whole or in part with state funds or federal funds administered by the state. 
 
Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston this 19th day of March in the year of our Lord one thousand nine  
hundred and eighty one and of the Independence of the United States of American two-hundred and five. 
 
 
Edward J. King Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts  
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Appendix F 

Comments on Draft Open Space and Recreation Plan  
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Appendix G 
 
Species of Birds, Mammals, Reptiles, 
Amphibians, Fish and Insects Found in 
Stow, MA 
 
BIRDS 
Canada Goose 
Mute Swan  
Mallard 
Bufflehead  
Common Goldeneye  
Wood Duck  
American Black Duck  
Northern Pintail  
Ring-necked Duck  
Common Merganser 
Hooded Merganser  
Mourning Dove 
Ring-billed Gull 
Wild Turkey  
Rock Pigeon  
Virginia Rail  
Sora  
Herring Gull  
Great Blue Heron  
Bald Eagle  
Red-tailed Hawk  
Cooper's Hawk  
Sharp-shinned Hawk  
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-Winged Hawk 
Eastern Screech-Owl   
Great Horned Owl  
Barred Owl  
Northern Saw-Whet Owl  
Fish Crow 
Belted Kingfisher  
Red-bellied Woodpecker  
Downy Woodpecker  
Hairy Woodpecker  
Pileated Woodpecker  
Spotted Sandpiper  
Solitary Sandpiper 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Brown Creeper  
Merlin 
Northern Shrike 
American Crow  
Common Raven  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black-capped Chickadee  
Tufted Titmouse  
White-breasted Nuthatch  
Red-breasted Nuthatch  
Carolina Wren  
Winter Wren 
Marsh Wren 
House Wren  
Golden-crowned Kinglet  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet  
Eastern Bluebird  
American Robin  
Northern Mockingbird 
Cedar Waxwing  
European Starling  
American Goldfinch  
House Finch  
Common Redpoll  
Song Sparrow  
Barn Swallow 
Tree Swallow 
Swamp Sparrow  
American Tree Sparrow  
White-throated Sparrow  
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  
Eastern Towhee 
Northern Flicker  
Blue Jay  
Gray Catbird  
Hermit Thrush  
Wood Thrush 
Swainson’s Thrush  
Fox Sparrow (Red)  
Dark-eyed Junco  
Red-winged Blackbird  
Rusty Blackbird  
Northern Cardinal  
House Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Purple Finch  
Red Crossbill  
Pine Siskin  
Brown-headed Cowbird  
Common Grackle  
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Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 
Baltimore/Northern Oriole 
Bobolink  
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Rose-Breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Scarlet Tanager 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Herring Gull 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Blue-headed Vireo  
Common Yellowthroat 
Pine Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Black and white Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Parula Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Black-Throated Blue Warbler 
Black-Throated Green Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Northern Water Thrush 
Brown Creeper 
Ovenbird 
Eastern Wood Pewee 
Killdeer 
[Quail]  
[Guinea fowl] 
Purple Finch 
Eastern Phoebe 
Turkey Vulture 
Ruffed Grouse 
American Woodcock 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Eastern Kingbird 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Veery 
Eastern Towhee 
American Redstart 
Osprey 
 

MAMMALS 
 
American Black Bear  
North American River Otter 
Eastern Grey Squirrel 
American Red Squirrel 
Eastern Chipmunk 
Fisher 
Eastern Coyote 
Red Fox  
Grey Fox 
Bobcat 
Virginia Opossum 
Raccoon 
Eastern Striped Skunk  
White-tailed Deer  
Muskrat 
American Mink 
Short-Tailed Weasel 
Long-Tailed Weasel 
Groundhog 
American Beaver  
Northern Short-Tailed Shrew  
Eastern Cottontail 
Eastern Meadow Vole  
North American Deer Mice  
White-footed Mouse 
Southern flying squirrel 
Star-nosed Mole  
Big Brown Bat  
Small Brown Bat 
 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS 
 
Painted Turtle 
Common Snapping Turtle 
Spotted Turtle 
Pond Slider  
Eastern Box Turtle 
American Bullfrog  
Wood Frog 
Pickerel Frog  
Green Frog 
Grey Treefrog  
Spring Peeper  
Northern Water Snake 
Eastern Milk Snake  
Eastern Garter Snake  
Ring-necked snake 
Red-bellied snake 
American Toad 
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Spotted Salamander 
Eastern Newt 
Eastern Red-Backed Salamander 
 
INSECTS 
Asian Beauty 
Pandorus Sphinx  
Lupine Bug 
Locust Borer 
Chinese Mantis  
European Mantis 
Berkeley’s Polypore  
Larger Empty Oak Apple Wasp 
Thread-Waisted Sand Wasps 
Mottled Tortoise Beetle 
American Dog Tick  
Eastern Black-Legged Tick 
Ebony Jewelwing  
Monarch  
Spring Field Cricket  
Powdered Dancer 
Lancet Clubtail 
Carpenter Ant 
Carpenter Bee 
Honey Bee 
Bald-Faced Hornet 
Fireflies 
Great Spangled Fritillary 
Red Admiral 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 
Black Swallowtail 
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail 
Mourning Cloak 
Spicebush Swallowtail 
Red Spotted Purple 
Grey Hairstreak 
Peck's Skipper 
Silver-spotted Skipper 
American Snout 
Milbert's Tortoiseshell 
Compton's Tortoiseshell 
Milkweed Tussock Moth 
Spring Azure 
Harvester 
Pearl Crescent 
Prominent Pink 
Common Wood-Nymph 
Painted Lady 
Hummingbird moth (Clearwing) 
Red Admiral 
Cicada 

Blinded Sphinx 
Brown Angleshades 
Viceroy 
Zabulon Skipper 
Spicebush Swallowtail 
White Spring Moth 
Common Looper Moth 
White-spotted Sawyer 
Appalation Brown 
Western Conifer Seed Bug 
Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
Emerald Moth 
Giant Leopard Moth 
 
FISH 
Chain Pickerel  
Bluegill  
Eel 
Crayfish 
Pumpkinseed 
Largemouth Bass 
Common Carp 
Black Crappie 
Brown Bullhead 
Blacknose Dace 
Yellow Perch 
White Perch 
Catfish 
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