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WARRANT FOR February1, 2016 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

 

To either of the Constables and Town Clerk of the Town of Stow, in the County of Middlesex, 

GREETINGS: 

 

 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are directed to notify and warn the 

inhabitants of the Town of Stow, qualified to vote in Elections and Town Affairs, to assemble in  

 

HUGH MILL AUDITORIUM AT THE HALE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

In said Town on 

MONDAY, THE First DAY OF FEBRUARY 2016 

AT 7:00 P.M. 

 

Then and there to act on the following Articles, namely: 

 

ARTICLE 1.  Amendments to the Regional School District Agreement of the Minuteman Regional 

Vocational School District 

 

To see if the Town will vote, consistent with Section VII of the existing “Agreement With Respect to 

the Establishment of a Technical and Vocational Regional School District” for the Minuteman Regional 

Vocational School District, to accept the amendments to said Agreement which have been initiated and 

approved by a vote of the Regional School Committee on December 21, 2015, and which have been 

submitted as a restated “Regional Agreement” bearing the date of December 21, 2015 to the Board of 

Selectmen of each member town.  

 

 (Minuteman School Committee) 

 

NOTE: There will be a presentation by a representative of the Minuteman Regional Vocational 

School District at Special Town Meeting explaining the proposed changes contained in this 

Agreement.



 
 
 
       
Amended 1973, 1979, 1980, 2013      DRAFT 12/21/15 

REGIONAL AGREEMENT 

This Agreement is entered into pursuant to Chapter 71 of the General Laws of Massachusetts, as 

amended, among the towns of Acton, Arlington, Belmont, Boxborough, Carlisle, Concord, 

Lexington, Lincoln, Stow, Sudbury, Wayland, Weston, Bolton, Dover, Lancaster, and Needham, 

hereinafter sometimes referred to as member towns. In consideration of the mutual promises 

herein contained, it is hereby agreed as follows: 

 

SECTION I: THE REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

(A) Composition 

The Regional School Committee, hereinafter sometimes referred to as “the Committee,” shall 

consist of one member from each member city or town (the term “city” and the term “town” will 

hereinafter be referred to jointly as “community”). The members of the Committee shall be 

appointed as hereinafter provided. All members will serve until their respective successors are 

appointed and qualified. 

(B) Staggering of Terms 

The terms of office shall begin on July 1 and shall be for three years. In order to have 

approximately one third of the terms of office expire at the end of each year, the initial term of 

office of a Committee member representing a newly admitted community may be for shorter 

than three years, said determination to be made by vote of the Committee (or by lot, if there is 

more than one community being newly admitted at the same time). 

(C) Appointing Authority 

Members who have been appointed to the School Committee by their respective Town 

Moderators prior to the July 1 date on which this amended language becomes effective shall 

serve out the remaining one, two or three years of their term. Beginning on the July 1 when this 

amended language becomes effective, each member shall thereafter be appointed by vote of the 

Board of Selectmen of that town (or by the Mayor in the case of a city), except that in the case of 

a town, the town may by bylaw or charter provide for appointment of that community’s member 

by the Moderator. The language of the preceding sentence will also apply to any community 

newly admitted to the District whose membership in the District commences on or after the 

July 1 effective date of this amended language. 

(D) Subsequent Terms of Office 

Just prior to the conclusion of the initial terms spoken of in the subsection (B) above, the 

Appointing Authority of the member community will appoint a member of the Regional School 

Committee to serve a three-year term beginning on July 1. 

(E) Vacancies 

Should a vacancy occur on the Regional School Committee for any reason, the unexpired term 

will be filled within sixty (60) days by the Appointing Authority of the community having the 

vacancy. 

(F) Organization 

At the first meeting of the Regional School Committee held after July 1, the Committee shall 

organize and choose a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman from among its membership and will 

choose a Secretary, who may or may not be from among its membership. 

(G) Power and Duties 

The Committee shall have all the powers and duties conferred and imposed upon school 
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committees by law and conferred and imposed upon it by this Agreement, and such other 

additional powers and duties as are specified in Section 16 to 16I, inclusive, of Chapter 71 of the 

General Laws and any amendments or additions thereto now or hereafter enacted, or as may be 

specified in any other applicable general or special law. 

(H) Weighted Voting 

Each member of the Regional School Committee will exercise a weighted vote, rounded to the 

nearest hundredth of a percent, which will be calculated and established as of July 1 of each year 

as follows. The first half of the weighted vote for all of the member communities will be the 

same. (For example, if hypothetically there were 16 member communities, then the first half of 

each member’s weighted vote will be 1/16 of 50%, which would be 3.125%). The second half of 

each member community’s weighted vote will be computed as follows. Based on the official 

October 1 student enrollment figures as determined by the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education (“DESE”), or its successor agency, a four year “rolling average” of the 

school’s enrollment from member communities, using the most recent year’s October 1 

enrollment figures and those from the three preceding years, will be established. Using the same 

methodology, each member community’s average percentage of student enrollment from all of 

the member communities for that period, rounded to the nearest hundredth of a percent, will be 

established and will be used as the second half of that member community’s weighted vote to 

become effective on the following July 1. (For example, if over the four year period a member 

community supplied an average of 8.67% of the school’s enrollment from all of the member 

communities, then, beginning on the following July 1 and extending for the next year, the second 

half of that member community’s weighted vote would be 8.67% of 50%, which would be 

4.335%). The two halves will then be added together, and rounded to the nearest hundredth of a 

percent, to establish that community’s total weighted vote. (For example, using the hypotheticals 

expressed above in this paragraph, the hypothetical community’s total weighted vote as of the 

July 1 in question would be 3.125% plus 4.335%, which would add to 7.46%). Assuming that a 

quorum as defined in subsection (I) below is present, and except for a vote to approve the annual 

budget, to incur debt, or to approve an amendment to this Agreement, a combined total of 

weighted votes amounting to over 50% of the weighted votes present shall constitute majority 

approval. 

In order to approve the District’s annual budget, a combined total of weighted votes equal to or 

exceeding 66.67% of the weighted vote of the entire Committee (i.e., not merely two thirds of 

the weighted vote of those present) shall be required. 

In order to incur debt, a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all of the members of the Regional School 

Committee, without regard for the weight of the vote, shall be required. In order to approve an 

amendment to this Agreement, a three-fourths (3/4) vote of all of the members of the Regional 

School Committee, without regard for the weight of the votes, shall be required. 

(I) Quorum 

A majority of the total number of members of the Regional School Committee (regardless of the 

weighted votes) shall constitute a quorum. A quorum is necessary for the transaction of 

business, but an assemblage less than a quorum may adjourn a meeting. 

 

SECTION II TYPE OF REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

The regional district school shall be a technical and vocational high school consisting of grades 

nine through twelve, inclusive. The Committee is a l s o hereby authorized to establish 

and maintain such kinds of education, acting as trustees therefore, as may be 



7 

 

provided by communities under the provisions of Chapter 74 of the General Laws and 

acts amendatory thereof, in addition thereto or dependent thereon, including courses 

beyond the secondary school level in accordance with the provisions of Section 37A of said 

Chapter 74. 

SECTION III LOCATION OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL 

The regional district school shall be located within the geographical limits of the District, or 

within a radius of 5 miles from the intersection of Route 2 and Bedford Road, which intersection 

is in the town of Lincoln, provided that if a community where the school is located ceases to be a 

district member, the school may continue to be located in that community. 

SECTION IV APPORTIONMENT AND PAYMENT OF COSTS 

(A) Classification of Costs 

For the purpose of apportioning assessments levied by the District against the member 

communities , costs shall be divided into two categories: capital costs and operating costs. 

(B) Capital Costs 

Capital costs shall include all expenses in the nature of capital outlay such as the cost of 

acquiring land, the cost of constructing, reconstructing, or adding to a school building or 

buildings, the cost of remodeling or making extraordinary repairs to a school building 

or buildings, the cost of constructing sewerage systems and sewerage treatment and 

disposal facilities or the cost of the purchase or use of such systems with a municipality, 

and any other item of capital outlay for which a regional school district may be authorized to 

borrow, or which could be categorized as a capital expense in conformance with applicable law 

and regulation, including without limitation the cost of original equipment and furnishings for 

such school buildings or additions, plans, architects' and consultants' fees, grading and other 

costs incidental to placing school buildings and additions, sewerage systems and sewerage 

treatment and disposal facilities, and any premises related to the foregoing in operating 

condition. Capital costs shall also include payment of principal of and interest on bonds, 

notes and other obligations issued by the District to finance capital costs. 

(C) Operating Costs 

Operating costs shall include all costs not included in capital costs as defined in subsection 

IV (B), but including interest on temporary notes issued by the District in anticipation of 

revenue. 

(D) Apportionment of Capital Costs 

1. The following method will be used for apportioning capital costs incurred prior to July 1, 

2016:  After first deducting any other sources of revenue that are appropriately applied against 

capital costs, capital costs shall be annually apportioned to the towns which were members of 

the District as of June 30, 2016 for the ensuing fiscal year in the following manner. Each 

member town's share of capital costs for each fiscal year shall be determined by computing the 

ratio which the town's pupil enrollment in the regional district school on October 1 of the fiscal 

year next preceding the fiscal year for which the apportionment is determined bears to 

the total pupil enrollment from all the member towns on the said date, except that if there is 

an enrollment of f e w e r than five pupils from any member town in the regional district 

school on said date, such member town shall be deemed to have an enrollment of five pupils in 

the regional district school. For the purpose of this subsection, in computing this apportionment 

the persons enrolled in courses or programs referred to in subsection IV (F) shall not be 

included. 
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2. The following method will be used for apportioning capital costs incurred on or after July 1, 

2016:  After first deducting any other sources of revenue that are appropriately applied against 

capital costs, capital costs which are incurred on or after July 1, 2016 shall be apportioned to the 

member communities annually for the ensuing fiscal year in the following manner (for 

illustration purposes only, examples of these calculations appear in Appendix A.) 

a. Fifty percent (50%) of the capital costs will be apportioned to each of the member 

communities by computing the ratio which that community’s pupil enrollment in the regional 

district school, using a rolling average based on the four (4) most recent annual October 1 

enrollment figures, bears to total pupil enrollment in the regional district school from member 

communities, using a rolling average based on the four (4) most recent annual October 1 

enrollment figures, except that if there were an enrollment of fewer than one (1) pupil from any 

member community in the regional district school on any of the four (4) most recent October 1 

dates, such member community will be deemed to have had an enrollment of one (1) pupil in the 

regional district school on said date. 

b. An additional one percent (1%) of these costs will be apportioned to each of the member 

communities regardless of student enrollment. 

c. The balance of these costs will be apportioned by applying DESE’s combined effort yield (a 

measure of a community’s ability to pay for education using property values and household 

incomes) to the percentage of each community’s students (as defined by foundation enrollment) 

that are enrolled at Minuteman. The specific calculation is as follows: 

 Each member community’s pupil enrollment in the regional district school, using a rolling 

average based on the four (4) most recent annual October 1 enrollment figures, including 

the one (1) pupil minimum spoken of in 2,a above, will be identified. 

 This average regional enrollment figure for each member community will be compared to 

that community’s most recent October 1 “foundation enrollment” figure (determined by 

DESE), and the percentage of that community’s most recent foundation enrollment figure 

which is comprised of that town’s average regional enrollment figure will be computed. 

 This percentage amount will be multiplied by the lesser of the “combined effort yield” or 

100% of the “foundation budget” (using the most recent “final” numbers determined by 

DESE) for that community, resulting in a number to be called “combined effort yield at 

Minuteman”. 

 The numbers representing each community’s “combined effort yield at Minuteman” will be 

totaled, and each community’s percentage of that total (this percentage to be called 

“combined effort capital assessment share”) will be computed. 

 Each community’s “combined effort capital assessment share” will be used to calculate the 

apportionment of the capital costs under this paragraph. (An example of the calculations 

described in this paragraph is found in the chart headed “Calculation Factor – Ch. 70 

Combined Effort Capital Allocation” appearing on page 2 of Appendix A.) 

In the event that changes occur at the state level in either the terminology or the calculation 

formulas that lie behind the terms used in this paragraph, the Committee will use a calculation 

approach which replicates the apportionment outcomes that would result from this paragraph 

if the terms of this paragraph were applied as of the effective date of this Regional 

Agreement. 

(E) Apportionment of Operating Costs 

The District will utilize the statutory method in the apportionment of operating costs. Pursuant to 
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this method, the District will deduct from operating costs the total of any revenue from Chapter 

70 state aid, Chapter 71 Regional Transportation Reimbursement, and any other revenue as 

determined by the Regional School Committee. The balance of all operating costs, except those 

described in subsection IV,F below, shall be apportioned to each member community as follows. 

Each member community’s share of operating costs will be the sum of the following: (a) the 

member’s required local contribution to the District as determined by the Commissioner of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (hereinafter “the Commissioner”); (b) the member’s share 

of that portion of the District’s net school spending, as defined by G.L. chapter 70, section 2, that 

exceeds the total of the required local contributions for all of the members; and (c) the member’s 

share of costs for transportation and all other expenditures (exclusive of capital costs as defined 

in subsection IV,(B) above) that are not included in the District’s net school spending. A 

member’s share of (b) and (c) above will be calculated by computing the ratio which that 

member’s pupil enrollment in the regional district school, using a rolling average based on the 

four (4) most recent annual October 1 enrollment figures, bears to the total pupil enrollment in 

the regional district school from member communities, using a rolling average based on the four 

(4) most recent annual October 1 enrollment figures. 

(F) Special Operating Costs 

The Committee shall determine the operating costs for each fiscal year for any courses or 

programs which are offered by the District to persons other than secondary students attending 

the regular day regional vocational school. Each member community’s share of such special 

operating costs shall be apportioned by identifying each member community’s enrollment 

and/or participation rate in said courses or programs as compared to the overall enrollment 

and/or participation rate in said courses or programs. Normally said share shall be paid by the 

members as a special assessment in the fiscal year following the year of the course or program 

offering, although exceptions may be made whereby the payment will be made during the 

fiscal year of the course or program offering. 

(G) Times of Payment of Apportioned Costs 

Each member shall pay to the District in each fiscal year its proportionate 

share, certified as provided in subsection V(B), of the capital and operating costs. The 

annual share of each member c o m m u n i t y shall be paid in such amounts and at 

such times that at least the following percentages of such annual share shall be paid on 

or before the dates indicated, respectively: 

September 1 25% 

December 1 60% 

March 1 75% 

May 1 100% 

(H) Apportionment of Costs to New Members 

1. The share of operating costs which will be paid by a new member community will be 

determined consistent with subsection IV(E) except that, for purposes of calculating that 

community’s four (4) year rolling average of pupil enrollment, the number of “out of 

district” students from that community which were enrolled in the regional district school 

during each of the applicable four (4) years will be regarded as that community’s “pupil 

enrollment” during those years for purposes of this calculation. 

2. The Regional School Committee, prior to the admittance of a new member 

community, will have the option of negotiating a phase in of the amount of capital costs 

which will be assessed to that new member community during the first three years of 
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membership in the District. Beginning no later than the fourth year of membership and 

thereafter, however, the new member community will be assessed the full capital cost 

apportionment that will result from an application of subsection IV(D). 

(I) Incurring of Debt 

Other than short-term borrowing for cash-flow purposes, the incurring of debt for purposes 

expressed in G.L. Chapter 71, section 16(d), will require at least a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all of 

the members of the Regional School Committee, without regard for the weight of the votes. If 

such a margin exists, the Committee must seek authorization for incurring debt by following the 

approach set out in G.L. Chapter 71, section 16, subsection (d). If one or more member 

communities vote disapproval of the debt, the Committee, by a majority of the weighted vote, 

may then seek authorization for the debt via Chapter 71, section 16, subsection (n). If and when 

subsection (n) is utilized, and if the incurring of debt is approved via subsection (n), the 

following option will be open to a member community if a majority of the registered voters 

voting on the question from that community voted to disapprove the incurring of debt in the 

subsection (n) election. Said community may seek to withdraw from the District consistent with 

the procedure in Section IX, and, if the notice of withdrawal is sent consistent with Section IX 

within sixty (60) days of the subsection (n) election, that community will not be responsible for a 

share of the debt service attributable to this new debt even if that community’s withdrawal from 

the District is not approved by a majority of the member communities as required by Section IX, 

or even if the withdrawal of said community is disapproved by the Commissioner. Communities 

whose resident voters disapprove the incurring of the debt in the subsection (n) election but 

which do not give a notice of withdrawal consistent with Section IX will remain members of the 

District and will share in the debt service for the new debt consistent with the apportionment 

process in this Section IV. 

SECTION V BUDGET 

(A) Tentative Operating and Maintenance Budget 

The Committee shall annually prepare a tentative operating and maintenance budget for the 

ensuing fiscal year, attaching thereto provision for any installment of principal or interest to 

become due in such fiscal year on any bonds or other evidence of indebtedness of the 

District and any other capital costs to be apportioned to the member communities. The said 

Committee shall mail a copy to the chairman of the Board of Selectmen and the Finance or 

Advisory Committee, if any, of each member town at least fifteen days prior to the date on 

which the final operating and maintenance budget is adopted by the Committee, said copy to 

be itemized in a fashion consistent with DESE’s chart of accounts. 

(B) Final Operating and Maintenance Budget 

After conducting a public hearing consistent with G.L. Chapter 71, section 38M, the Committee 

shall adopt an annual operating and maintenance budget for the ensuing fiscal year not later than 

forty-five days prior to the earliest date on which the business session of the annual town 

meeting of any member town is to be held, but in no event later than March 31, provided that 

said budget need not be adopted earlier than February 1. Said adoption of the budget will require 

a combined total of weighted votes equal to or exceeding 66.7% of the weighted vote of the 

entire Regional School Committee (i.e., not merely two-thirds of the weighted vote of those 

present at the meeting). Said annual operating and maintenance budget shall include debt and 

interest charges and any other current capital costs as separate items, and the said Committee 

shall apportion the amounts necessary to be raised in order to meet the said budget in 

accordance with the provisions of Section IV. The amounts so apportioned to each member 
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community shall be certified by the district treasurer to the treasurer of such member community 

within thirty days from the dates on which the annual operating and maintenance budget is 

adopted by the Committee, and each such community shall, at the next annual town meeting or 

meeting of the city council, appropriate the amounts so certified. The annual Regional School 

District budget shall require approval by the local appropriating authorities of at least two-thirds 

(2/3) of the member communities consistent with G.L. Chapter 71, section 16B. 

SECTION VI TRANSPORTATION 

School transportation shall be provided by the regional school district and the cost thereof shall 

be apportioned to the member communities as an operating cost. 

SECTION VII AMENDMENTS 

(A) Limitation 

This Agreement may be amended from time to time in the manner hereinafter provided, but 

no such amendment shall be made which shall substantially impair the rights of the holders 

of any bonds or notes or other evidences of indebtedness of the District then outstanding, or 

the right of the District to procure the means for payment thereof, provided that nothing in the 

section shall prevent the admission of new communities to the District and the 

reapportionment accordingly of capital costs of the District represented by bonds or notes of the 

District then outstanding and of interest thereon. 

(B) Procedure 

Any proposal for amendment, except a proposal for amendment providing for the withdrawal of 

a member community (which shall be acted upon as provided in Section IX), may be initiated 

by a vote of at least three-fourths (3/4) of all of the members of the Regional School Committee, 

without regard for the weight of the votes, so long as the proposed amendment was discussed 

as an agenda item at no less than one prior Committee meeting. Alternatively, a proposal 

for amendment may be initiated by a petition signed by at least 10 per cent of the registered 

voters of any one of the member communities. In the latter case, said petition shall contain at 

the end thereof a certification by the Municipal Clerk of such member community as to the 

number of registered voters in said community according to the most recent voting list and 

the number of signatures on the petition which appear to be the names of registered voters of 

said community and said petition shall be presented to the secretary of the Committee. In 

either case, the Secretary of the Committee shall mail or deliver a notice in writing to the 

Board of Selectmen, or City Council, of each of the member communities that a proposal 

to amend this Agreement has been made and shall enclose a copy of such proposal (without 

the signatures in the case of a proposal by petition). The Selectmen of each member town shall 

include in the warrant for the next annual or a special town meeting called for the purpose an 

article stating the proposal or the substance thereof, and the City Council in each member 

city shall vote on said proposed amendment within two months of its submittal by the 

Committee. Such amendment shall take effect upon its acceptance by all of the member 

communities, acceptance by each community to be by a majority vote at a town meeting in the 

case of a town, or by majority vote of the City Council in the case of a city, and after approval 

by the Commissioner. 

(C) Approval by Commissioner 

All amendments to this Agreement are subject to the approval of the Commissioner. 

SECTION VIII ADMISSION OF NEW COMMUNITIES 

By an amendment of this Agreement adopted under and in accordance with Section VII above, 

any other community or communities may be admitted to the regional school district. The 
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effective date for the admission of each such new member shall be the July I following 

the adoption by the District of such an amendment, the acceptance by all of the existing 

members, and the approval by the Commissioner. All of the above approvals must be 

completed by December 31 for the new member to be admitted on the following July 1. Such 

admission also shall be subject to compliance with such provisions of law as may be applicable 

and such terms as may be set forth in such amendment. 

SECTION IX  WITHDRAWAL 

(A) Procedure 

Consistent with 603 CMR 41.03(2) the withdrawal of a member community can occur only as of 

July 1 of a given fiscal year. A notice of desire to withdraw must be initiated by a two-thirds 

(2/3) vote of the legislative body of the member community, which must occur no less than three 

(3) years prior to the desired July 1 withdrawal date. The Municipal Clerk of the community 

seeking to withdraw must notify the Regional School Committee in writing within seven (7) days 

of the vote of the legislative body that the two-thirds (2/3) vote has occurred, and the receipt of 

the notice of withdrawal will be acknowledged in the minutes at a Regional School Committee 

meeting. Within seven (7) days of its receipt, the District’s Clerk will notify in writing the 

Municipal Clerks of all of the member communities that a notice of withdrawal has been 

received. 

Once this notice of withdrawal is given, it may not be rescinded without the unanimous consent 

of the members of the Regional School Committee. The withdrawal of a community will be 

allowed only if it is approved by a majority of the other member communities. A failure of the 

legislative body of a member community to vote disapproval of a requested withdrawal within 

sixty (60) days of the notice of withdrawal being submitted to the Regional School Committee 

will constitute approval. During this three (3) year notice period, the departing member will 

continue to be responsible for the following: 

1. Payment of its share of operating costs apportioned by way of subsection IV(E). 

2. Payment of its share of capital costs apportioned by way of subsection IV(D), except that 

no apportionment for a withdrawing member will be made for a share of debt that was 

disapproved by the voters of said withdrawing member in a G.L. Chapter 71, subsection 16(n) 

election and after said disapproval a notice of withdrawal was sent by said member consistent 

with the terms of subsection IV(I). Similarly, no apportionment for a withdrawing member will 

be made for a share of any debt incurred after the member has given a notice of withdrawal. 

3. The withdrawing community shall continue to have a right to appoint and be represented 

by its member on the School Committee will full voting authority until the date of final 

withdrawal, on which date the withdrawing community member’s term shall end. 

(B) Continuing Obligations After Withdrawal 

A departing member shall have no right or claim to the assets of the District, and a departing 

member shall continue to be responsible, after withdrawal, for the following: 

1. Payment of its share of capital costs incurred prior to withdrawal apportioned by way of 

subsection IV(D), provided that for purposes of this apportionment the withdrawn community’s 

enrollment shall be deemed to be its enrollment determined pursuant to subsection IV(D) 

immediately prior to the date of its notice of intent to withdraw, except that: 

a. no apportionment for a withdrawing member will be made for a share of debt that was 

disapproved by the voters of said withdrawing member in a G.L. Chapter 71, subsection 16(n) 

election and after which disapproval a notice of withdrawal was sent by said member consistent 

with the terms of subsection IV(I); and, 
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b. no apportionment for a withdrawing member will be made for a share of debt that was 

incurred by the District following receipt of the withdrawing member’s notice of intent to 

withdraw, such notice having not been rescinded. 

(C) Commissioner’s Approval 

Consistent with 603 CMR 41.03(2) the withdrawal of any member requires the approval of the 

Commissioner of Education, and all requisite approvals must be obtained no later than the 

December 31 preceding the July 1 effective date of withdrawal. 

(D) Amendment to Agreement 

The withdrawal of a member which occurs consistent with this Section will, upon its completion, 

constitute an amendment to the Regional Agreement, regardless of the fact that said amendment 

was not processed via the procedure contained in Article VII. 

(E) Initial Procedure for Withdrawal 

Consistent with 603 CMR 41.03(2), the communities of Boxborough, Carlisle, Dover, Lincoln, 

Sudbury, Wayland, and Weston may withdraw from the District effective on the first July 1 after 

the first December 1 following the Commissioner of Education’s approval of the 2016 Amended 

Regional Agreement, all of the following requirements having been met by each departing 

member: 

(a) On or before March 1, 2016, voted by simple majority of its legislative body to confirm 

its commitment to withdraw from the District; 

(b) On or before March 1, 2016, voted to approve the 2016 Amended Regional Agreement; 

(c) Approval of the 2016 Amended Regional Agreement by the Commissioner of Education. 

A vote by any member to adopt the 2016 Amended Regional Agreement shall also constitute 

approval of the withdrawal of any or all of the communities of Boxborough, Carlisle, Dover, 

Lincoln, Sudbury, Wayland, and Weston from the District pursuant to the Initial Procedure for 

Withdrawal. 

The terms of School Committee members representing communities which withdraw under this 

Initial Procedure for Withdrawal shall end on the withdrawal date of the community which the 

member represents. No such community shall have any right or claim onto the assets of the 

District. Such communities shall continue to be responsible for their respective shares of the 

District’s indebtedness as of the withdrawal date, except that no community withdrawing under 

this Initial Procedure for Withdrawal shall be responsible for District debt incurred after 

December 10, 2015. 

SECTION X TUITION STUDENTS 

(A) 

The Committee may accept for enrollment in the regional district school pupils 

from communities other than member communities on a tuition basis. Income 

received by the District from tuition pupils and not previously deducted from 

operating costs shall be deducted from the total operating costs in the next annual 

budget to be prepared after the receipt thereof, prior to apportionment under Sect ion 

IV to the member communities, provided that income identified as a contribution to capital 

costs shall be applied to the capital budget. 

(B) 

Subject to state law, and applicable regulations, effective June 30, 2018, it shall be the policy of 

the District to admit out-of-district students only based on tuitions and charges equal or greater 

than the District’s similarly-calculated average per pupil cost for in-district communities as 
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determined by the Committee. Exceptions to this policy may only be made by two-thirds 

weighted vote of the Committee. The provisions of this paragraph (B) shall not apply to 

incoming school choice students under M.G.L. c. 76, § 12B. 

SECTION XI FISCAL YEAR 

The fiscal year for the district shall run from July 1 to June 30. 

SECTION XII SUBMISSION FOR APPROVAL 

This Agreement shall be submitted for approval pursuant to the applicable provisions of 

Chapter 71 of the General Laws. 

 

 

ARTICLE 2. Complete Streets 

 

To see if the Town will vote to accept Chapter 90I, Section 1 of the General Laws and 

authorize the Town of Stow to participate in the Complete Streets certification program 

administered by Massachusetts Department of Transportation to encourage municipalities to 

include complete streets design elements and infrastructure on locally-funded roads; and to apply 

for and receive funding from said program; or to take any other action in relation thereto.  

    (Board of Selectmen) 

 

 

And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting copies attested by you calling same 

at the Town Building and at each of at least seven (7) other public places at least fourteen (14) 

days before the time of holding said meeting. 

 

 Hereof, fail not and make due return of the warrant with your doings thereon to the Town 

Clerk or Selectmen on or before the time of said meeting. 

 

 Given under our hands this 5
th  

day of January in the year 2016. 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Donald P. Hawkes, Chairman 

Brian P. Burke, Clerk 

Charles Kern 

Thomas E. Ryan, III 

James H. Salvie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter90I/Section1
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2016 DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

FEBRUARY 10 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

MARCH 1 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

APRIL 7 RABIES CLINIC 

APRIL 12 
VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: ANNUAL TOWN MTG & ANNUAL 

ELECTION 

APRIL 15 DEADLINE TO LICENSE DOGS WITHOUT A LATE FEE 

APRIL 25* * TENTATIVE DATE – CANDIDATES NIGHT FOR TOWN ELECTION 

MAY 2 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

MAY 10 ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 

MAY 21 TENTATIVE SPRINGFEST – IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO PLAN! 

AUGUST 31 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: STATE PRIMARY 

SEPTEMBER 8 STATE PRIMARY    ** IT IS A THURSDAY!!** 

OCTOBER 19 VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: STATE ELECTION 

NOVEMBER 8 STATE ELECTION 
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CHECK THE TOWN WEBSITE     www.stow-ma.gov  

FOR MORE INFORMATION & LINKS TO RESOURCES 
 

 Homepage for News & Announcements  Town Calendars 

 Individual pages for Boards & Committees  Town Documents 

 “How-Do-I” page          GIS Maps        

 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT  

897-2193 

COUNCIL ON AGING     

897-1880 

Fuel Assistance 
Meals on Wheels 
Meal Sites 
Minuteman Senior Services 
Social Worker 
Tax Work Off program 
Van Transportation 
 

TOWN CLERK    

897-5034 

Birth, Death, Marriage 
Certificates 
Business Certificates 
Census / Street Listing 
Dog Licenses 
Elections 
Marriage Licenses 
Raffle permits 
Town Meetings 
Voter Registration 
 

Banners 
Building 
permits 
Debris 
Disposal 
Earth 
Removal 
Electrical 
permits 
Gas permits 
Lighting 

Occupancy 
permits 
Plumbing 
permits 
Roofing 
permits 
Signs 
Temporary 
Tents 
Trench 
Information 
Sheet Metal 
Wood/Pellet 
Stoves 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

897-8615 

Community Gardens 
Conservation Land Stewardship 
Hiking Trails 
Invasive Species 
Open Space 
Planning/Protection 
Wetlands permits 
 

BOARD OF HEALTH      

897-4592 

Animal Control 
Camps 
Food permits 
Hazardous Waste 
Horse Regulations/Keeping of 
Livestock 
Septic Systems / Title V 
Swimming Pools 
Trash Haulers 
Well info/permits 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

non-emergency #     897-4537                     
 

Burning permits 
Fire Alarm permits 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
non-emergency #     897-4545 

 
  

Baby/Child Car Seat 
installation 
Firearms Licenses 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stow-ma.gov/

