Delaney Project — South Parcel

Summary: A moderately easy ramble through woodland, meadow and wetland habitats, offering a
corresponding variety of flora and fauna, including lady slippers and blackberries, turtles and snakes sunning
themselves, and great blue herons fishing or gliding overhead. Occasional briefly steep sections.

Trailhead Location: The suggested route below starts from the large parking lot and boat ramp on the west
side of Harvard Road, south of Finn Road. Parking for several cars is also available on both sides of Finn Road,
just west of the Harvard-Stow border.

Geology: Construction of an earthen dam on Elizabeth Brook near Harvard Road created the large pond in the
south parcel. The pond, formerly a wetland area, is surrounded by sand and gravel deposits left by melt water
from the last glacial ice sheet.

CAUTION
Hunting is permitted on the Delaney project.
Hunting season is approximately October to December. For safety, wear bright orange clothing.

ested Route: From the southwest corner of the parking lot, follow a trail that rises through a wide
meadow to run along the top of the Delaney dam embankment, gradually curving toward the west. Past the
dam’s outflow channel, continue to the far side of the raised embankment, passing by a trail angling down slope
to the right (junction A on map).

Continue ahead, dropping down to a lower-level field before climbing again into a grove of pine and
hemlock. Past a line of large boulders, the trail drops steeply to pass over a tiny streamlet in a wide channel,
then immediately climbs again to junction B. Continue straight across the clearing, then up a short, steep rise to
a stone fence gap.

Follow the trail across a meadow, continuing straight at junction C, through a stone fence gap and into a
wooded area. Cross a stream draining one wetland area into another, noting the dramatic habitat change that
takes place in just a few paces. Continue out of the woods again, heading uphill.

Bear left at a Y-junction (D). Past a stone fence, the narrow trail continues across a meadow. Go straight
at E, then bear left at F and follow the trail out to a gate on Finn Road. Turn right along the parking area, then
right again and back into the woods.

Skirt a muddy area surrounding a stream, then bear left at G. The trail descends to water level, providing
a duck’s-eye view across lily pads and marsh grasses. Continue to follow the main trail as it rises to run above
the shore.

After the trail becomes wide and carpeted with pine needles, watch for a 90-degree turn to the right, near
the water’s edge. Before turning right, continue ahead briefly for a fine view over the reservoir toward the
Delaney Dam, then return to the main trail. The trail leads uphill and curves to the left. Continue to bear left at
H, then cross a stream.

Follow the main trail, bearing left at I, until you re-cross the wide channel with the narrow stream in its
center, just east of your original crossing. On the far side, continue to bear left at J, curving into the woods to
walk above the water’s edge.

The trail emerges from the woods atop a point of land. Follow the trail angling sharply downhill, then
walk to your right along the shoreline. Climb back up the dam embankment, and turn left at A to retrace your
steps to the parking area.

Oh for a seat in some poetic nook,
Just hid with trees and sparkling with a brook!

Politics and Poetics — Leigh Hunt (1784—1859)
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