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The following is the second in a series of planned articles to be published by the School Building Task Force (SBTF).  The purpose of these articles is to keep the public informed on the progress of the Task Force, and to help generate questions and input from the general public.  

This article focuses on the process for obtaining State Reimbursement for a portion of school building/renovation project costs.  This state program is now administered by an agency called the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA).  The MSBA is in the process of drafting new guidelines for the application process and qualification criteria, and they provided an opportunity for feedback on their draft version.  
The Stow SBTF took advantage of the time frame allowed by the MSBA for Clarification and Questions regarding their draft, which were welcomed until July 31, 2006.   The Stow School Building Committee Task Force will follow the MSBA document and its changes and try to keep the public informed.  We encourage those that are interested to go on the internet and look up the MSBA document 963CMR1.00 and follow the process along with us.  
There are several members of the Stow SBTF who have closely followed the MSBA developments, and have published a short document providing details and a flowchart describing the process outlined so far by the MSBA.  This document will be available on the SBTF website (www.stow-ma.gov under town government) for those who are interested in understanding each of the steps associated with the application and approval process.  

The summary points to be aware of at this time are as follows:

· There is a new state agency (MSBA) responsible for administering this State Reimbursement program.

· MSBA has published a draft document (963CMR1.00) outlining new guidelines, and welcomed feedback until July 31, 2006.

· Stow SBTF provided written feedback to the MSBA regarding their draft document.  


· MSBA guidelines have not yet been finalized.


· Additional information regarding the MSBA can be obtained at their website: http://www.mass.gov/msba/index.htm

· Based on preliminary documents, it appears that the application/approval process and qualification/ranking criteria for obtaining state reimbursement from the MSBA will be different than under the previous agency responsible for administering this program.  

· There is a moratorium on MSBA approval/denial of any applications until July 1, 2007.  


· The SBTF’s desire to qualify for state reimbursement from the MSBA and the resultant need to comply with the MSBA guidelines will influence the structure and content of the proposals ultimately presented to the citizens of Stow.  

· The SBTF is currently in the process of developing a Statement of Interest and Initial Compliance in accordance with the MSBA guidelines.  According to our sources within the MSBA, the review process will not start until July of 2007 but they are currently accepting Statements of Interest along with the letter of Initial Compliance.

· The SBTF will keep the town informed of our progress and any key developments.

Please contact our chairperson, Ellen Sturgis, at e.sturgis@gmail.com if you have any questions or comments.  Our website continues to have updates regularly and all are invited to our meetings which are held weekly on Monday nights at 7:30pm at Town Building.
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