(FINAL Version – 11/13/06)
As the School Building Task Force continues on its mission, it has been fortunate enough to receive some valuable information from those who know the current conditions best.   In mid October, Greg Irvine, principal of Pompositticut and Center schools, presented the SBTF with a written list of concerns, compiled by he and his staff, describing how they feel the present condition of both buildings is affecting the educational process.  As a result, the SBTF invited staff members to our meeting on November 6th to elaborate.  We were joined by Deana Montgomery (resident of Stow and teacher’s aide at Pompo), Martha Sullivan and Matthew McDowell (teachers at Center), Louise Peacock (Stow resident and nurse at Center) and Corky Tindall (head custodian at Center School).  All have been working in the Stow elementary schools for many years.
The open floor plan and lack of self-contained, dedicated learning spaces were the main issues at Pompo.  However, other concerns included the lack of windows for air circulation and indoor air quality, an inadequate number of bathrooms and shrinking outdoor play space (due to modular classroom placement on the playground).  In addition, it was noted that several other factors are affecting the curriculum and programs offered.  The lack of walls makes the use of audio/visual materials impossible and the combined uses of the “cafegymatorium” has severely limited the ability to offer special or group programs due to the time needed to set up and clear for lunch sessions in conjunction with the running of PE classes.  This situation is further complicated by the increased number of students with food allergies and the challenge presented by mixed use of the dining and PE spaces and the danger that poses to some students.  
At Center School there are many similar concerns.  The shortage of classroom space, storage space and undersized areas such as the administration office, nurse’s office and the cafeteria (currently located on the stage in the gym) are a few issues.  The nurse, Louise Peacock, felt very strongly that the need for increased and appropriate space for the health office needs to be a priority.  Immediate structural and physical building concerns include the ceiling over the gym and the boilers, both of which will need replacement in the near future.  An urgent problem at both sites is the current pick-up/drop off traffic configuration.  All of our visitors strongly expressed concern over the safety of the children in an area congested with combined bus, car and pedestrian traffic.  It was estimated that about 1/3 of the students are picked up from school daily, so a clear delineation of bus and parent/pedestrian traffic must be created in any new plans.  Both schools lack adequate space for Special Ed, Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy programs.  These programs, which are required for many students with special needs, often end up using the hallways for their sessions.  The single pane windows at Center and the open floor plan of Pompo make both buildings extremely inefficient to heat/cool.  There is an inability to regulate the air temperature in either school and the current number and placement of electrical outlets is not adequate to support new technology.  Inability to sufficiently communicate throughout the schools, as well as the lack of storage space and sprinkler systems in the event of a fire are also issues of concern. Absence of a large gathering space limits the ability to use team teaching techniques or to accommodate school assemblies and staff meetings.

At the conclusion of our discussions, one of the teachers summed up her feelings by expressing that while the two buildings are considered and treated as one K-5 school, the K-5 mindset is currently impaired by the buildings themselves.  We appreciate the staff’s willingness to contribute to our work.  We hope to hold one more open faculty and staff meeting shortly, at a time more convenient for those that were unable to come in the evening.  The goal is to allow further discussion and gather useful information to help us evaluate and plan building concepts.
As always, we invite anyone to attend our meetings, visit our information packed web page at www.stow-ma.gov (Depts. & Boards) and feel free to give us your input at the meetings or by e-mailing us at e.sturgis@gmail.com.
