[image: image1.wmf]
School Building Task Force

NOVEMBER UPDATE

· The SBTF has contracted with Symmes, Maini & McKee Associates (SMMA) for architectural services needed to help formulate and select design options for presentation at May Town Meeting.  SMMA is currently reviewing all precedent documents, studies and drawings to compare with current conditions in order to guide their recommendations.  They will also review enrollment projections and compare the school districts educational specifications to the new MSBA (Massachusetts School Building Authority) standards for reimbursement.  This preliminary work is scheduled to be completed in December, with at least 2 (and up to 4) conceptual design alternatives to be presented to us by mid February.  These shall comprise schemes for renovation and addition, as well as new construction.

· The SBTF held a Community Meeting on October 16th to facilitate dialogue between residents regarding their thoughts and concerns for our school facilities.  About 80 people attended and provided us with some great feedback (Community Meeting Notes are available for viewing on our webpage under “SBTF Outreach” heading).  The SBTF plans on holding another community meeting in January to introduce the preliminary alternatives and gather input from the community before we choose which ones to present at Town Meeting.
· The task force continues to prepare the Statement of Interest (SOI) for submission to the MSBA for project reimbursement consideration.  (Moratorium on school project funding will be lifted on July 31, 2007, but SOI’s are currently being accepted).  The SOI is a detailed description of our needs based on eight statutory funding priorities.
· In response to a written list of concerns that the faculty of Pompositticut and Center School sent us in regard to the present condition of both buildings and how those concerns affect the educational process, the task force invited members of the staff to attend our November 6th meeting.  The goal is to allow further discussion on this topic in order for us to consider that information in our evaluation and planning of concepts. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE THESE UPDATES REGULARLY E-MAILED DIRECTLY TO YOU, PLEASE FORWARD YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS TO SBTF@dalessio.org.  
Get more info on our webpage at www.stow-ma.gov - select Depts.&Boards - then select School Building Task Force.
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