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Hale Champion Girls’ Cross Country 

Hale's Eighth Graders at Project 

Main Lobby Center School  

EDUCATION 

 

NASHOBA REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

 

Nashoba Regional School District continues to grow, both 
physically and educationally.  Our current enrollment is 3550 
PK -12.  The District’s largest change is a renovation to an 
elementary school on The Center School site, adding over 
67,000 square feet of space.  While this endeavor is changing 

our landscape, there are other events that made for an exciting 
School Year. 

 
The District’s budget passed overwhelmingly during the 2011 Annual Town Meeting.  The net 
total budget for planned for FY 12 as voted is $43,328,245 up 2.57% from FY 2011.  Stow’s 
assessment was a total of $12,651,599.  The district enrolled 1155 students from Stow; 308 were 
high school students.  

  
Phase One of construction of the addition at The Center School 
has been coming along and while we did not make the 
December 2nd contract date, we anticipate the transition for 
Center School students will take place on February 17, 2012 

  
We had turnover in two key leadership roles:  Jeremy Roche left 
in June as Principal of NASHOBA Regional High School and 
we hired an Interim Principal, Ralph Olsen.  At The Center 
School, Mr. Kevin LaCoste took the lead with Ms. Karen 

Donato as his Assistant.   
 
We continue to build our sense of community through involvement of a wide array of 
stakeholders.  The Lions Club Eye Mobile came to The Center School and Hale Middle School 
to do vision and hearing screenings.  The Stow Parent Teacher 
Organization (SPTO) hosted a number enrichment 
presentations including: Tribal Rhythms, Revels, and Tidal 
Pool for our elementary classrooms.   Officer Thraen of the 
Stow Police Department continues to implement the DARE 
program for fifth graders and continues his connection with our 

eighth graders during Health.  The Maynard Elks donated 
dictionaries to each student in the third grade.  A large 
outcome of our work with students teaches them to continue to support a variety of causes, both 
locally and globally, through organizations such as Warm Hearts of Stow and Unicef.  
 
Writing has been strongly emphasized with a new curriculum program, Six Traits, and third 
graders from Mrs. Johnson’s class participated in the Spooky Story Writing Contest sponsored 
by the Beacon Villager.  Three students from Stow won first, second, and third places 
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respectively.  Spelling also has made a comeback with a new district-wide program developed on 
scientific research by a team of district staff.   
 
To meet our communication goal Jonathan Daisy, a Stow resident, helped Kevin LaCoste and 
Karen Donato produce a video of the new building.  We have chronicled the construction project 
through pictures on our website as well.  
 
Nashoba Regional High School has been ranked within the top 5% of public high schools across 
the nation for four consecutive years.  Nashoba performed 32nd in MCAS out of 342 school 
districts in 2011.  In May of 2011, 245 Nashoba students took 411 AP exams.  Ninety-one 
percent of the scores earned were a 3 or higher with a mean score of 4.04.  For comparison, the 
Massachusetts mean score was a 3.28 and the United States mean score was a 2.84.   
 
Sixty-one (61) students at Nashoba Regional High School earned Advanced Placement Scholar 
Awards in recognition of their exceptional achievement on AP Exams.  Of these sixty-one 
students, twenty-two (22) were named AP Scholar indicating these students received scores of 3 
or higher on three or more AP Exams; eleven (11) students were named AP Scholar with Honor 
indicating these students received an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on at least four exams; twenty-eight (28) students were named AP Scholar 

with Distinction indicating these students received an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on at least five of these exams; six (6) students were 
named National AP Scholar indicating these students received an average score of at least 4 on 
all AP Exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on at least eight of these exams.  
 
Eleven (11) students from our senior class have achieved Commended Student status in the 
National Merit Program, and four (4) have been named National Merit Semi-Finalist for the final 
round.  Last year all four (4) of our Semi-Finalists went on to become Finalists and two (2) were 
recipients of awards.  
  
At our high school the nationally recognized “Best Buddies Program” pairs students who support 
intellectually and physically challenged youngsters.  Inclusive opportunities such as physical 
education and dances have been expanded to include school-wide vocal and instrumental 
performances.  The personalization of the pairings has benefited both students and our school’s 
climate.   The school’s co-curricular activities have been expanded to include chess, debate, and 
a competitive computer programming team.  Nashoba’s robotics team and the business 
department’s DECA students have achieved state recognition, which qualifies them to compete 
on a national level.   
 
The high school athletic program is strong and robust with a total of 535 student athletes.  We 

have 25 varsity teams (26 if we count our girls’ ice hockey 
co-op team with St. Bernard’s, Leominster, and Gardner) 
and 42 total teams at NRHS.  We have seven (7) total teams 
at each of our middle schools.  In 2011, 68 different student 
athletes were named Total Mid-Wach League all-stars, with 
a total of 92 league all-stars overall, as some students were 
all-stars in more than one sport.  Most significantly, we had 
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21 out of 25 teams qualify for MIAA playoffs in 2011.  Of those teams our 2011 Football squad 
won the super bowl! 
 
Overall, our students, faculty and staff enjoyed a very successful year.  We are appreciative of 
the families and the communities for what they offer and bring in terms of their ongoing support.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Maureen Busch 

Lynn Colletti 

Jeff O’Dell 

 

Michael L. Wood, Superintendent of 

Schools

 
 
  


