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I am writing this to try to give people in Harvard Acres (particularly Lowell Drive) some clarity on what was 

done to Lowell Drive and why it was done. 

First, I want to start by saying, if people are confused as to whether the surface treatment on Lowell Drive 

is final, well yes it is.  There will be no other surfacing on top of what is already in place for at least 

another 10-15 years unless there is a catastrophic failure of the new surface, which I do not foresee. 

The surface which was just put down on Lowell Drive a couple of weeks ago is known as an “asphalt 

rubber surface treatment with chip stone cover.” 

A hot rubberized asphalt is sprayed onto the road surface uniformly at about ¼”-1/2” thick. It is then 

covered with a uniform layer of treated chip stones and rolled with a roller to set the stone into the 

rubberized asphalt. Once this is complete, the road is then swept to pick up any immediate loose stone. 

The road may need to be swept periodically over the next few months as loose stones may kick up out of 

the surface. The cost of this project was $31,165.00 which was paid for using State Aid Chapter 90 funds. 

Now just to put things into perspective, if this road was resurfaced with standard Bituminous Concrete 

(Pavement), the cost would be about $92,500.00. The rubberized surface treatment will last about 15 

years and standard Bituminous Concrete (Pavement) has about a 20-year life span. 

Beyond the fact that cost is a part of the reason for us using the rubberized surface treatment as opposed 

to standard Bituminous Concrete (Pavement), there are other factors as well. 

One concern from a resident was “why does Taylor Road get standard pavement and not Lowell Drive?” 

Reason #1: Taylor Road is an old cart path originally constructed probably 200 years ago. Lowell Drive is 

a subdivision road, built to subdivision standards 35-40 years ago. The base materials under these road 

surfaces are completely different and that has a large input on our decision making process for what 

resurfacing method to use. Lowell Drive has about two feet of well draining processed gravel under the 

road surface which makes a great base for the road. Taylor Road is a mix of gravel, clay and subsoil 

which stays wetter and more saturated for a longer period of time which, in turn, causes premature 

cracking, wheel ruts and frost heaves. 

Reason #2: Taylor Road has no drainage or storm drainage system to help carry water away from the 

road surface, so we must rely on the road having a good profile, proper grades and well maintained 

shoulders to ensure the maximum life expectancy is gained from the surface treatment. 
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Lowell Drive has a complete man-made drainage system which carries water well away from the road 

surface and shoulders, ensuring the road stay as dry as possible. So the need for a perfectly smooth road 

is not as critical. 

Now that is all is said and done, it should go without saying that the Stow Highway Department has 

always and will continue to repair roads and complete projects in the most cost effective manner possible. 

Always keeping in mind what is in the best interests of the Town of Stow. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


